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Selyf ap Cynan [called Selyf Sarffgadau] (d. 613x16), king of 
Powys, was the son of Cynan Garwyn of Powys (c. 550–c. 600). 
Known later as Sarffgadau (Serpent of Battles) and as one of the 
three aeruetawc (‘battle leaders’) of the Britons, Selyf was king of 
Powys, in north-east Wales, in the early decades of the seventh 
century. He was a descendant of Cadell Ddyrnllug of Powys and 
thereby a member of the main dynasty of that kingdom. He probably 
succeeded his father, Cynan Garwyn ap Brochfael Ysgithrog, who 
ruled that kingdom in the late sixth century. Selyf is notable as the 
main Welsh leader at the battle of Chester against Æthelfrith of 
Northumbria in 613×16, at which he was slain. It is not clear 
whether this implies he was dominant among the Welsh at that time 
or whether it merely reflects the strategic importance of Chester 
(then possibly in Powys) for Selyf's kingdom. The Irish chronicles call 
him ‘rex Brittonum’(‘king of the Britons’). One of his allies at Chester 
may have been Gwion, brother of Cynddylan ap Cyndrwyn, a ruler of 
more southerly Powysian territories. Bede related an incident said to 
have occurred shortly before the battle. Many Welsh priests, mostly 
monks from nearby Bangor Is-coed, are said to have assembled at a 
safe distance to pray for a Welsh victory; they were under the guard 
of one Brochfael (possibly a kinsman of Selyf, though not mentioned 
in the genealogies). The pagan Æthelfrith, taking this pious act as 
one of aggression against his cause, ordered his men to kill these 
clerics, which they did, after Brochfael and his men had fled. The 
fortunes of Selyf's dynasty in the period immediately after his death 
are not known, though it is possible that ascendancy within Powys 
then passed briefly to the dynasty of Cynddylan ap Cyndrwyn. Selyf
is conflated with his brother Eiludd in some genealogies and 
sometimes rendered as Eiludd's father; he would thereby be 
ancestor of the later kings of Powys, which is not certain. His sons 
would include Beli, Dona, Mael Mynan, and Eiludd, though most of 
these are probably unreliable.
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