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Seiriol [St Seiriol] (fl. 6th cent.), holy man, is the patron of the 
churches at Penmon (on Anglesey) and Priestholm (an island off the 
east of Anglesey). His feast is celebrated on 1 February. According to 
the Welsh saints' genealogies, he was the son of Owain Danwyn, and 
thereby of local royal stock, and was numbered among the Seven 
Cousins (notable saints, said to be related). His cult is restricted to 
Anglesey; and since there is no surviving life (vita) or vernacular 
buchedd for Seiriol, information about him is limited to a series of 
much later traditions of even less reliability than medieval 
hagiography. These include the tradition, doubtless fictional, that 
Seiriol held daily meetings with St Cybi of Holyhead at Clorach, 
which is roughly midway between their respective churches. 
Accordingly, Seiriol is said to have faced westwards in the morning 
and eastwards in the afternoon in order to retain his fair complexion, 
while Cybi would face in the opposite directions to darken his 
complexion. Hence they became known as 'Seiriol Wyn a Chybi 
Felyn' ('White Seiriol and Yellow Cybi'). Of equally dubious historical 
value is the claim, preserved in material from the early seventeenth 
century, that Seiriol had a causeway built between his hermitage on 
Priestholm to Penmaen-mawr on the opposite shore on the mainland, 
and that he cut a passage through the rock at Dwygyfylchi to 
Llanfairfechan which became known as the King's Highway. It is also 
difficult to reconstruct a picture of Seiriol by referring to his two 
main church sites. Indeed, if the tradition that the church at Penmon 
was founded by the sixth-century king Maelgwn Gwynedd is 
rejected, then there is no historical record of the site until 971, when 
it was sacked by vikings. The surviving archaeological record also 
begins in the tenth century, with three decorated crosses (one now 
lost) probably constructed c.950–1000, and a font from the late tenth 
or early eleventh century (though this is not definitely associated 
with Penmon). The holy well at Penmon is probably of a later date 
and the earliest remaining church-buildings are in twelfth-century 
Romanesque style. The evidence for Priestholm is even slighter, the 
earliest reference being that by Gerald of Wales (d. 1220×23), 
stating that it was 'a small island inhabited by hermits' (Gerald of 
Wales, 190). The main church here is again Romanesque, but there 
is evidence of an earlier chancel (incorporating a long-cist burial) 
and a monastic enclosure with two phases of huts or cells.



Sources

P. C. Bartrum, ed., Early Welsh genealogical tracts (1966)

E. Hencken, Traditions of the Welsh saints (1987)

P. C. Bartrum, A Welsh classical dictionary: people in 
history and legend up to about ad 1000 (1993)

Gerald of Wales, ‘The journey through Wales’ and ‘The 
description of Wales’, trans. L. Thorpe (1978)


	Anarawd ap Rhodri (d. 916), king in Wales
	Asaf [St Asaf, Asaph, Asa] (supp. fl. 6th cent.), bishop
	Barinthus [St Barinthus, Barnitus, Barvitus] (supp. fl. 6th cent.), legendary navigator
	Beulan (fl. c. 1000–c. 1050), priest
	Brychan Brycheiniog (fl. c. 500), king of Brycheiniog
	Cadell ab Arthfael (d. 942), king of Gwent
	Cadell ap Rhodri (d. 910), king in Wales
	Cadell Ddyrnllug (fl. 5th cent.), king of Powys
	Cadfan ab Iago (fl. c. 616–c. 625), king of Gwynedd
	Cadwaladr ap Cadwallon [called Cadwaladr Fendigaid] (d. 664-682), king of Gwynedd
	Cynan Garwyn (fl. c. 550–c. 600), king of Powys
	Cynddylan ap Cyndrwyn (fl. c. 616–c. 641), king in Wales
	Cyngen ap Cadell (d. 854-5), king of Powys
	Decuman [St Decuman, Decumanus] (fl. 6th cent.), holy man
	Dyfrig [St Dyfrig, Dubricius] (supp. fl. c. 475–c. 525), holy man and supposed bishop
	Einion ap Gollwyn (supp. fl. 1093), ruler in south Wales
	Euddogwy [St Euddogwy, Oudoceus] (supp. fl. late 6th cent.), holy man and supposed bishop
	Gilla meic Liac [Gelasius] (1087–1174), archbishop of Armagh
	Hywel [called Hywel Fychan] (d. 825), king of Gwynedd
	Hywel ab Edwin (d. 1044), king of Deheubarth
	Hywel ab Ieuaf (d. 985), king of Gwynedd
	Hywel Dda [Hywel Dda ap Cadell] (d. 949-50), king in Wales
	Iago ab Idwal Foel (d. c. 979), king of Gwynedd
	Idwal ap Meurig (d. 996-7), dynast
	Idwal Foel [Idwal Foel ab Anarawd] (d. 942), king of Gwynedd
	Illtud [St Illtud, Illtyd] (fl. 5th–6th cent.), abbot of Llantwit Major
	Livinus [St Livinus] (supp. d. 633), missionary
	Maelgwn Gwynedd (d. 547-549), king of Gwynedd
	Maredudd ab Owain (d. 999), king of Gwynedd and of Deheubarth
	Merfyn Frych (d. 844), king of Gwynedd
	Mordaf Hael [Mordaf ap Serwan] (fl. c. 550–c. 575), dynast
	Morgan ab Athrwys (d. c. 665-710), king of Glywysing
	Morgan Hen [Morgan Mawr] (d. 974), king of Morgannwg
	Muirchú [St Muirchú, Muirchú maccu Machthéni] (fl. 697), biographer
	Nennius [Ninnius, Nemniuus] (fl. c. 770–c. 810), scholar
	Owain ab Edwin (d. 1105), ruler in Wales
	Owain ap Hywel (b. before 929, d. 988), king of Deheubarth
	Peulan [St Peulan, Paulinus] (fl. 6th cent.), holy man
	Probus (fl. 9th–11th cent.), writer
	Rhodri Mawr (b. before 844, d. 878), king of Gwynedd
	Rhun Hir [Rhun ap Maelgwn Gwynedd] (fl. 547–c. 600), king of Gwynedd
	Rhydderch Hen (fl. c. 573–c. 612), king of Strathclyde
	Rhys ab Owain (d. 1078), ruler in Wales
	Rhys ap Tewdwr (d. 1093), ruler in Wales
	Seiriol [St Seiriol] (fl. 6th cent.), holy man
	Selyf ap Cynan [called Selyf Sarffgadau] (d. 613x16), king of Powys
	Teilo [St Teilo, Eliau, Eliud] (supp. fl. c. 550), holy man and supposed bishop
	Tírechán [St Tírechán] (fl. c. 690), bishop and writer
	Trahaearn ap Caradog (d. 1081), ruler in Wales
	Tysilio [St Tysilio, Suliau] (fl. c. 600), holy man
	Ua Brolcháin, Flaithbertach (d. 1175), abbot of Derry and head of Columban churches in Ireland
	Urien Rheged [Urien ap Cynfarch] (fl. c. 560–c. 580), king of Rheged
	Vortigern [Gwrtheyrn] (fl. 5th cent.), ruler in Britain

