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pogrom victims before June 1941, showing them to the readers not as numbers in a
balance sheet of those who perished, but as individuals of various ages and social back-
grounds, with lives of their own, ended cruelly by the pogrom.

The main merit of the book is that of its being a synthetic and informed account by one
of the most authoritative voices in the field, who thoroughly researched the Iasi pogrom
and its legacy throughout the years, one of the most brutal and consequential anti-Semitic
acts that impacted the Jewish community in Romania during World War II. Written in a
straightforward manner, the book can be recommended to specialists in the field as well
as to a larger audience, and it can serve as a salient reminder of a horrific event that could
be of great use in the present-day environment of rising anti-Semitism and xenophobia
across the world.
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The Socialist-led rebellion of October 1934 against a new conservative government in
Spain only gained significant traction in the northern coal mining region of Asturias,
where workers attempted an ambitious, although ultimately ephemeral, social revolution.
This uprising constituted the most important event of Spain’s Second Republic period
(1931-1936) because its after-effects dominated the country’s political dynamics prior
to the attempted coup d’état in July 1936 that sparked the Spanish Civil War. Yet few
scholars writing in English have tackled the subject of Spain’s ‘Red October’ — no
doubt would-be investigators have felt that the ground has already been covered by
Adrian Shubert in his seminal work The Road to Revolution in Spain (1987).
Nevertheless, Kerry rightly finds that after more than thirty years, there is plenty of
room for a second look. Whereas Shubert took a classic social history approach and
examined the development of the mining industry and the Asturian working class from
the mid-nineteenth century, Kerry zooms in on the Second Republic period and
employs a cultural approach to observe cross-class local dynamics inside the coalfield
communities. Influenced by studies of radical interwar politics in other European coun-
tries (particularly Germany) that highlight the importance of local contestations for pol-
itical hegemony, Kerry argues that in order fully to understand the forces that drove the
Asturian miners to revolution, their communities must be understood not only as a rela-
tionship between workers and employers but rather as a complex web of interactions with
many different forces present in the mining towns — not least the Church and the
state security forces. To make his argument, Kerry takes up ‘radicalism’ as his
central analytical concept for understanding what changed in Spain’s coal mining
region during the Second Republic. ‘Radicalism’ may seem like a vague term, but
Kerry delineates it clearly as ‘a way of doing politics defined by a confrontational,
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militant style that corresponds with the interwar period’ (12). He makes a convin-
cing case that there was a fundamental shift in how politics was practised in
Asturias over the course of the Republic, and the best way to frame that shift is
as a process of radicalization.

Kerry presents his case by first demonstrating that political contestation in the coal-
fields in the first two years of the Republic was surprisingly moderate. While rivalries
between different leftist parties and unions could be intense, workplace assemblies,
cultural activities and debates also provided plenty of common ground. With the
advent of the Republic, residents of the coalfields made moderate demands for
improvements in infrastructure and rent controls, but they soon became frustrated
by the resistance they encountered from state security forces, whose very presence
they saw as a violation of their right to self-police their community. Kerry also
observes that anti-clericalism played a key role in radicalization as different leftist
groups vied with each other over how radically anti-clerical they could be. In 1933,
with Hitler’s seizure of power in Germany and a right-wing electoral victory in
Spain, the miners became convinced that a militant response was needed to resist
the encroachment of fascism upon their communities, a belief that seemed to be con-
firmed by orders from Madrid for security forces to break up protests and conduct
weapons searches. During the October 1934 insurrection itself, miners went to
great lengths to assert symbolically the control over their communities that they
briefly held. Afterwards, a harsh repression by the security forces, far from stamping
out radicalism in the coalfields, only hardened community resentment of outside
intervention and allowed the left to make a rapid comeback in the region after a
victory in the February 1936 national elections.

As the above summary should make clear, the strength of Kerry’s monograph is the
way in which he explains the radicalization process in the Asturian coalfields that cul-
minated in the October 1934 uprising. His analysis of the insurrection itself concen-
trates on the actions of the revolutionary committees and the symbolism of the limited
violence behind the frontlines without considering the symbolism that the fighting
against the security forces and the army might also contain. He also does not carry
his story forward into the beginning of the Spanish Civil War, when miners again
fought the forces of the state, although this time the latter were in rebellion. The ques-
tion of how the miners’ strong desire to defend their local autonomy shaped their
actions in combat in both conflicts is a promising area for further study. For the
time being, Kerry’s book stands to take its place alongside Shubert’s as a key work
for understanding the origins of the October 1934 insurrection, and it can serve any
scholar of interwar Europe as a model of how to use the idea of ‘radicalism’ as an ana-
lytical tool.
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