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ABSTRACT

The yaya corps who were originally the Turcoman peasants constituted the
first regular army of the Ottoman state established in the age of Orhan Gazi.
Acting as the hassa soldiery of the sovereign, the status of the corps had
changed upon the establishment of the janissary garisons. Hence they were
organized under a particular system called the ocak where they cultivated the
land granted to them in compensation for their military service. The system
shared certain similarities with the Byzantine organization of the stratiotes and
the organization of the voynuks who were a group of soldiery preexisting in the
Balkans before the Ottoman conquest of the area.Thus the study will mostly be
concentrating on the particular condition of the yayas who served either as the
peasants or the soldiers. On the other hand the miisellem corps who were a
group of mounted troops of yaya origin appeared to be founded probably first
in Rumelia. Both corps were reorganized as the auxiliary troops within the
provincial soldiery by the second half of the fourteenth century. However,
though they were no longer the hassa soldiery of the sovereign they continued
to act as the active combatants in the major campaigns of the age.They
appeared as the so called emergency troops recruited in times of nefir-i ‘am,
general call to arms in the first half of the fifteenth century. However, the corps
began to be employed in the rear services by the second half of the fifteenth
century untill the dissolution of their institution in 1582.Thus the study
attempts to examine the corps in two successive stages. In the first stage the
military importance of the yaya corps will be examined where in the latter the
development of both corps as the auxiliary troops will be examined.

Consequently the general aim of this study is to reveal the early stages of the

corps.
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OZET

Tiirkmen koyliillerinden meydana gelen yaya miifrezeleri Orhan Gazi devrinde
teskil edilmis ve Osmanh ordusunun ilk diizenli birliklerini olusturmuslardir.
Orhan Gazi’nin hassa askerleri olarak hizmet eden yayalar , yeniceri
boliiklerinin teskili ile bu statiilerini kaybetmis ve 6zel bir sistem olan ocak
sistemi iizerine teskilatlandirilmislardir. Yayalara askeri hizmet karsih@inda
toprak verilmis ve boylece hem cift¢ci olarak hemde asker olarak hizmet
etmeleri saglanmistir. Ocak sistemi Bizans devletindeki stratiotes sistemi ve
Balkanlarda Osmanhlardan once mevcut olan voynuklarin teskilati ile
benzerlik gostermektedir.Bu cerceve icinde bu calisma yayalarin ocak sistemi
iizerine teskilatlandirilmalan iizerinde yogunlasacaktir.Diger taraftan bir grup
ath yaya olan miisellemler muhtemelen ilk kez Rumeli’de teskil edilerek XIV.
yiizyihin ikinci yarisindan itibaren yayalar ile birlikte yardimc1 asker sifati ile
eyalet askerleri arasinda sayillmislardir. Miifrezeler hassa asker olmadiklar
halde ayn1 yiizyilin sonuna kadar bilfiil askeri hizmet vermislerdir.XV. yiizyilin
ikinci yarisindan itibaren nefir-i ‘am durumlarinda askere alinan miifrezeler
olarak kalmislar ve aym yiizylhin ikinci yarisindan itibaren 1582 yilinda
teskilatlarimin dagiltilmasina kadar Osmanlhi ordusunun geri hizmetlerinde
gorevlendirilmislerdir.Bu ¢erceve icinde bu ¢alisma miifrezeleri birbirini takip
eden bu iki siirec icinde inceleyecektir. ilk kisimda yayalarin askeri énemi ,
ikinci kissimda ise her iki miifrezelerin geri hizmetlerde yardimci askerler
olarak teskilatlandirilmalar1 ve dagilmalar1 incelenecektir.

Genel olarak bu ¢alismada miifrezelerin pek fazla bilinmeyen erken donemleri

aydinlatilmaya ¢ahsilacaktir.
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INTRODUCTION

The yayas who were originally the Turcoman peasants, constituted the
first regular military organization of the Ottoman state established in the reign of
Orhan Gazi (1324-1362). They were organized into a corps as his hassa soldiery,
that is the soldiery who were under the direct command of the sovereign as his
retinue.

Upon the establishment of the janissary garrisons , the yaya corps
were to pass on their hassa status to this newly established soldiery in the reign of
Murad I, hence they were redeployed among the auxiliary troops within the
provincial soldiery. However, though they were no longer the Aassa soldiery of the
sovereign they continued to act as the active combatants in the age of Murad I and
Bayezid I.

The corps appeared as the so called emergency troops in the ages of
Murad II and Mehmed II who were recruited in the cases of nefir-i “ am, that is in
times of the proclamation of a general call to arms. However, they were not only
employed as the active combatants but also as the ‘supportive troops’ responsible for
various rear services for the army by the end of the fifteenth century. According to
the chronicles and certain mithimme registers, the corps appeared to be employed in
the rear services until the dissolution of their organization in 1582.

The yaya corps were organized under a specific unit called the ocak, hearth
where a group of yaya cultivated a piece of land granted to them by the state in
return for the military service together with their yamaks, the ‘assistants’. The
cadastral registers or the tahrir defters of the yayas thoroughly show the way in

which the yayas were organized.



On the other hand the miisellem corps who were basically of yaya
origin were organized as the ‘mounted troops’ as the counterpart of the yaya corps.
The miisellems appear to be founded at a later date, probably first in Rumelia on the
onset of the reign of Murad II. The miisellem corps were also employed as the
supportive troops by the sixteenth century together with the yayas.

Thus we shall examine the yaya and miisellem corps within two
successive stages in this specific study. In the first part , the period when the yayas
were employed as active combatants whereas in the latter the period when they
served as the supportive forces will be examined.

On the other hand , the aim of this study is essentially to concentrate
on the evaluation of the corps under the ocak system, an organization of which was
probably modelled on the Byzantine organization of the stratiotes and the
organization of the voynuks who were a group of soldiery preexisting in the Balkans
before the Ottoman conquest of the area.

In the second stage, the study will mostly be concentrating on either
the origins and the process of the establishment of the corps or the origins of the
ocak system with reference to the earliest documents since the earliest stages of the
organization is rather vague.

Finally, the study aims at discussing the military importance of the
corps  within the Ottoman army in order to indicate their role as the active
combatants which was totally overshadowed since the establishment of the janissary

garrisons.



Thus in the first part of the study (Chapter I) the etymology of the word
of yaya will be discussed by the help of the various lexicons and certain early
historical documents in order to reveal the origin of the word. The texts of the Orhun
inscriptions and the Diistiirname-i Enveri ,the epic history of Enveri will be used in
this part since there exists an intimate relation between the literal meaning and the
connotation of the word itself.

Secondly , the process of the establishment of the yaya corps will be
analyzed on the basis of the original text of Asikpasazade (Hereafter Asiki) in his
Tevdrih-i ‘Al-i ‘Osman since the yayas were first mentioned in the Ottoman sources
by Asiki who had composed his work in 1474.

Regarding that Asiki had used a mendkib , a religio-heroic source by
Yahsi Fakih who had received the information from his father, an imam of Orhan
Gazi hence his information was considered as the earliest account relating the deeds
of the first Ottoman sultans.

Moreover, regarding the fact that the other chroniclers (Nesri , Oruc
Beg , and the Anonymous Tevdrih-i ‘Al-i ‘Osman) had all rephrased the original text
of Asiki and added certain information of their time, references will be made to the
works of those chroniclers in order to ascertain certain interpolations made by their
authors.

In the third part of the Chapter I , the development of the corps will be
examined. Thus, firstly the origins of the yaya corps either ethnic or social will
tried to be revealed mainly with reference to the earliest chronic of Asiki and the

epic history of Enverd.



Moreover , the earliest document regarding the early centuries of the
Ottoman history, the vakfiye of Siilleyman Pasa dated H.760 (1358) which was
copied in 1914 will be used in order to reveal the social origins of the first yayas.
The earliest yaya register dated H.859 (1454) of Karahisar-i Sahib will also be
referenced in order to identify the origins of the yayas of a later period.

In the final part of Chapter I, the organization of the yayas under the
ocak system will be analyzed using the earliest yaya register in comparison to a later
detailed register dated H.959 (1551) of Biga in order to indicate the evaluation of the
ocak system.

Moreover, the Byzantine organization of the stratiotes will be
examined with reference to certain secondary sources about Byzantine military
organization in order to point out to what extent the system is original to the
Ottomans or adopted from the Byzantines. Furthermore, a comparison will be made
to the organization of the voynuks and the yayas since they shared certain
similarities in terms of their organization.

In the Chapter II , the miisellems will be examined with reference to
the chronicles and certain kanunndmes, the code of laws. Regarding that the
miisellems were a group of yaya who were established at a later time than the yaya
corps , the emphasis will be put on the origins and the establishment the corps.

Secondly, the development of the corps within the auxiliary troops as
the counterparts of the yayas will be examined to indicate the duties the corps were

employed in the rear services.



In the Chapter III , the period when the yayas were acting as the active
combatants in the military operations will be analyzed with reference to the
chronicles of Nesri, Oruc Beg, Kemalpasazade and Tursun Beg since they present
certain information of their time regarding either the number of the corps in various
battles or the services they were responsible of in the successive centuries.

Moreover for the particular age of Murad II, the published manuscript of
Gazadvat-1 Sultdn Murdd b. Mehemmed Hdan by Halil Inalcik and Mevlad Oguz will
be used.

In the second part of the chapter a comparison will be made between
the yayas and the two other auxiliary troops, namely the ‘azebs and the cerehors
since they all performed their services to the state in return for the extraordinary tax,
the avdriz-1 divaniye by the second half of the fifteenth century.

Finally in the Chapter IV , the condition of the corps as the supportive
troops and the dissolution of the institution will be examined. Considering that the
time when the corps were started to be employed in the rear services by the second
half of the fifteenth century was regarded as one of the reasons which led to the
dissolution of their organization, thus, the two stages were regarded as the
consecutive stages. So their analysis will be made within the individual chapter.

The published documents from the miihimme registers which covers
the period between H.966-1200 (1558-1785) by Ahmed Refik will be used to
indicate the duties the corps were responsible of when they were employed in the
rear services and the pamplet called as the Kavdnin-i Al-i Osman der Hiildsa-i
Mezamin-i Defter-i Divdn which was composed by Ayni Ali at the beginning of the
seventeeth century will be referenced to indicate the status of the corps by the end of

the sixteenth century.



References will also be made to the later yaya register of Biga dated
H.959 in order to indicate the changes in the organization of the corps in the second
half of the sixteenth century.Moreover, in the last part of the Chapter IV , the
dissolution of the institution will be discussed on the basis of the particular firman
dated 1582 which was published by A.Refik.

It would be useful to state certain studies made regarding the yaya and
miisellem corps. Among the contemporary authors , the yaya corps was first
mentioned by Mehmed Arif in a seperate issue of Tarih-i Osmdni Enciimeni
Mecmu’dst in 1910,

Later , 1.H.Uzuncarsili’ and Z.Pakalin® mentioned about the corps
consecutively.

As far as a specific study is concerned a detailed analysis was first made by
Muzaffer Arikan.* He concentrated his study basically on the land possession of the
vaya and miisellems and on the nature of the tax exemption of the corps in the
fifteenth century. Arikan used the yaya and miisellem registers of the provinces of
Anatolia and Rumelia and complementary to them used the kanunndmes of the
sixteenth century.

An other detailed study was made by Halime Dogru’ who analyzed the

particular region of Sultandnii where the institution was first established.

! Kanunndme-i ‘Al-i Osman, (Mehmed Arif ed.), istanbul: 1329, p.10 For the kanunndme about the yaya and
miisellems see pp.47-49

% 1.H.Uzuncarsih, Osmanli Devleti Teskildtindan Kapukulu Ocaklari I, Ankara : Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yay., 1943,
pp.1-4

3 Zeki Pakalin, Osmanli Tarih Deyimleri ve Terimleri Sozliigii, Vol.III , istanbul : Milli Egitim Bakanhg1 Yay. ,
1946, pp.608-611

* Muzaffer Arikan,”XV.Asirda Yaya ve Miisellem Ocaklari (Toprak Tasarrufu,Vergi Muéfiyetleri ve Hizmet)”
(Dogentlik Tezi , Ankara Universitesi , 1966)

> Halime Dogru, Osmanli Imparatorlugunda Yaya-Miisellem-Tayci Teskilati (XV.ve XVI.Yiizyilda Sultanénii
Sancag) Istanbul : Eren Yay.,1990



Dogru used the registers of the yayas , miisellems and the taycis of the late
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries which stated in her preface , cover the eighty
percent of the registers of the province of Anatolia. She gave a brief outline of the
institution and made schemes indicating the number of the corps in each village of
Sultanonii. References will be made to her study in the related chapters of this study.

Moreover there are certain individual articles which are directly related
to the yaya and miisellems of a particular area. Among them , the study of Fikret
Yilmaz® and the study of Turan Gokge’ can be cited.

F.Yilmaz focused his study on the yayas of Edremit within the sancak
of Karesi. He used the oldest yaya registers of Edremit in the early sixteenth
century. Yilmaz further concentrated his study on the dissolution of the yaya
institution in the second half of the sixteenth century.

The study of T.Gokge focused on the yaya farms of Nif within the
sancak of Saruhan in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Gokg¢e used four registers
, the oldest of which dated 1487 while the other three dated to sixteenth century.

An other study regarding the corps was done by Gy.Kéldy-Nagy® who
had given an outline about the status of the corps when they were reorganized within
the auxiliary soldiery. Kaldy-Nagy mentions a specific conscription order dated

1540 which implied that the corps were gradually dissolving.

6 Fikret Y1lmaz,”Edremit Yayalar1 ve Yaya Teskilatmin Kaldirilmas: Hakkinda Bilgiler”,Osmanli Arastirmalar
XIX ( Istanbul 1999) :149-180
7 Turan Gokge,”XV-XVI.Yiizyillarda Nif Kazas: Piyade Teskilat: ve Yaya Ciftlikleri”, Tarih Incelemeleri
Dergisi XV(Izmir 2000) :137-155
¥ GyulaKaldy-Nagy, ”The Conscription of Miisellem and Yaya Corps in 1540” , Studies in honour of Julius
Nemeth , (Lorand E6tvos University Budapest 1976) : 275-281

7



However , the text of Kaldy-Nagy was rectified by M.ilhan’. He translated
the text into Turkish and presented the correct transcription of the text from its
original copy.

Though not directly related , certain pieces of studies regarding the corps can
be found in the various sancak studies.

Among them the studies of Feridun Emecan'® and Halime Dogru'' can be
cited. In his analysis of the yayas of Manisa in the sancak of Saruhan , Emecan
analyzed four regisers dated to sixteenth century.

H.Dogru , analyzed the registers of mid-fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
regarding the sancak of Sultandnii.

References will also be made to certain points of the all the mentioned

studies in the related parts of this study.

? Mehdi Ilhan, “1540°da Miisellem ve Yaya Ocaklarina Yazilma™ , Serafettin Turan Armagani , (Antakya 1996):
95-105

' Feridun M.Emecan, XVI.Asirda Manisa Kazdsi,Ankara: Tiirk T:drih Kurumu Yay. , 1989

" Halime Dogru, XVI. Yiizyilda Eskisehir ve Sultanonii Sancagr , istanbul : Afa Yay. ,1992



CHAPTER I

THE YAYA CORPS

I- The Etymology and the Connotations of the term yaya

The word yaya in its literal meaning, denotes somebody who goes on-foot.'?
With regards to its literal meaning the word has been used with a military
connotation as the ‘yaya soldier’, that is, the soldier who fights on foot, in military
history. The word is originally derived from the ancient Turkish word yadag,”
where as a general rule the consonant ‘d’ was altered to ‘y’ in the new Turkish
grammar. As an earliest example, the term yadag sii connotes to the soldier who
fights on foot in the earliest Turkish inscriptions, namely the Orhun inscriptions of
the sixth century."

Various archaic versions of the word yaya as the yadag(in) , yayak or
yayan are determined in some of the early Turkish historical documents, all of which
referring to the ‘infantryman’. Initially the word yadag is found written on one of
the oldest Turkic inscriptions referring to the group of soldiers who were fighting

1
on-foot.'

2 Tiirk Dil Kurumu Tiirkge Sozliik , Vol.2 , 1998 ed. , p.2414

1S .Gerard Clauson, A4n Etymological Dictionary of Pre-Thirteenth-Century Turkish, Oxford:1972,p.887

See also A.Von Gabain, Eski Tiirk¢enin Grameri,(Trans.Mehmet Akalin) Ankara : Tiirk Dil Kurumu Yay., 2000,
p.64 and p.307

' Hiiseyin Namuk Orkun, Eski Tiirk Yazitlar: , Ankara : Tiirk Dil Kurumu Yay. , 1987 , p.881

'S ibid , pp.100-101. On the inscription of the Tonyukuk erected around 725s , Tonyukuk himself declared that
he personally adhered to the independence movement of the Turkish nation and stated that the two thirds of the
Turkish tribes were mounted where one third were on-foot (... Bod kalmadi ida tasda kalmisi kubranip yeti

yiiz boldi eki iiliigii athg erti, bir iiliigi yadag erti...)



Thus the appearence of the term in the historical stage with its military
connotation was determined as early as the sixth century.

The usage of the word as the yayan was also determined in a thirteenth-
century historical record namely the Diistiirname-i Enveri, the epic history of Enveri
which related the deeds of Umur Gazi of Aydin Principality. In the epic Umurs’
soldiers were described as either being the ‘mounted’ or ‘on-foot’'®. Thus, in both
cases the term yaya referred to a simple infantryman.

The term yaya , as the yayag was first mentioned in the Ottoman sources by
the first chronicler of the Ottoman history Asikpasazade (Hereafter Asiki) in his
Tevdrih-i Al-i Osman connoting to the soldiery of Osman Gazi in the siege of
negsl.”

On the other hand an other point of view regarding the etymology of the
word of yaya is asserted by certain linguists. As suggested by the linguist Korsch,
the word of yaya could be derived from the Persian word of piyddag or piyada
where the prefix pi- is omitted in the Turkish grammar.'® The assumption of Korsch
is also shared by his colleague Doerfer who also suggests that the word of yadag
might have been taken from the Persian as a result of the cultural impact of both
nations'”.

However, regarding the fact that that the word was determined in the oldest
Turkish inscriptions, as early as the sixth century, Persian impact on the etymology

of the word sounds rather vague.

' Diisturndme-i Enveri,(Ed.M.Halil Bey) Istanbul : 1928, p.27 “Mir Ilyas ile bir béliik guzdt

Gitdi yayan kimisi binerdi at”
“Tiirk otuz bin varidi atlu yayan
Kurudan tekfiira oldilar revan” p.49

'7 < Asikpasaoglu Ahmed ‘Asiki. Tevdrih-i ‘Al-i ‘Osman (Ed.Cift¢ioglu N.Atsiz) , istanbul : Tiirkiye Yaymnevi,
1949 ,p.94 (...Gaziler dahi Hakka sigindilar. Dogru pusiya yiiridiler. Cemi’si yayagidi...)

'8 Hasan Eren, Tiirk Dilinin Etimolojik Sézliigii , Ankara : 1999 | p.445

9 ibid , p.335 H.Eren suggests that both words (piydda-yaya) are under the analogical impact of each other.
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Though the word is originally a turkish word it has been used synonymous
to the word of piydde which means a ‘footman’ or a ‘foot-soldier’.”” G.Clauson
also states that the word yaya has been used as opposed to the mounted in certain
languages of the pre-thirteenth-century turkish. *!

So regarding the fact that the etymology of the word suggests an intimate
relation between its literal meaning and its connotation as referring to the soldiers
fighting on foot, hence the word of yaya began to be used synonymous to the word
of piyade, ‘infantryman’ either in the lexicology or in the historiography in the
futher stages.*

The usage of both words synonymous to each other in the Ottoman
historiography was first mentioned by M.Arif in a seperate issue of Tarih-i ‘Osmani
Enciimeni Mecmu’ast in 1910, Further in the kanunndme of Sultan Siileyman in
the mentioned issue, the section about the yayas were compiled under the general
title of the codes of the piyddes, ahvil-i piyadegdn.”’ So it can be inferred that the
term of piydde stands as the general title of a certain infantry who perform their
services on foot.

However, the meaning which the yaya soldiery covered broadened in the
reign of Orhan Gazi. Though still represented the ‘soldiers fighting on- foot’ , the
term of yaya was attributed to the specific corps organized in the time of Orhan

Gazi.”’ (See the text below)

20 F.Steingass, 4 Comprehensive Persian-English Dictionary,London:1957,p.262

2 Clauson, p.887

22 Ahmet Vefik Pasa. Lehce-i Osmani , (Ed.Recep Toparli) , Ankara : Tiirk Dil Kurumu Yay., 2000, pp.418-419
yaya denotes to piydde. See Tarama Sézligii V1, Ankara : Tiirk Dil Kurumu Yay. , 1996 , p.4436 yaya stands

2 Kanunndme-i Al-i Osman , p.10 (Yaya) Bunlara “piydde” dahi dirlerdi. Devlet-i ‘Osmdniyenin evvelinde
Tiirklerden piydde olarak teskil idilmis bir sinif ulufeli asker idi.

** ibid, pp.46-49

3 Atsiz, pp.117-118 (Bdb 31) The establishment of the yaya corps as the hassa soldiery will be discussed in the
second part of Chapter I.

11



Hence , the term of yaya connoted the hassa soldiery of Orhan Gazi that is,
the soldiery who was under the direct command of the sovereign as his retinue.

However serving as the hassa soldiery of Orhan Gazi when the janissary
garrisons were established the yayas were to leave their hassa status to the
janissaries and were reorganized among the provincial soldiery as a seperate
institution.

Thus the connotation of the word changed in the second half of the
fourteenth century.Hence the yaya corps were mentioned among the auxiliary troops
within the provincial soldiery until the dissolution of their institution in 1582.

In conclusion the word of yaya being originally a Turkish word has been
used with a military connotation since the earliest stages of the Turkish history

whose meaning was broadened in the Ottoman usage by the time of Orhan Gazi.

12



II.THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE YAYA CORPS as the HASSA

SOLDIERY

The first original statement in the Ottoman sources about the establishment
of the yaya corps which would be used by the later chroniclers was mentioned by
Asiki in his Tevdrih-i Ali Osman®®. The passage regarding the establishment of the
yaya corps is as follows”’ :

31 inci Bab
Bu Bdab Ani Beydn Eder kim Orhan Gazi Padigsah Oldukdan Sonra
Ne Geydi Ve Ne Ihdas Etdi kim O Atas1 Zamaninda Olmams Idi , Orhan Gazi

Zamamnda Olindl.

Nazim
Bu ddem diizdi dalemde diizenler Biliir misin nictin diizdi diizenler
Ya kendiiniin ve ya gayrinun ola Bu niyyetlen diizer diizgiin diizenler
Ne diizsen eseri kalur cihanda Vel dsar kalur kani diizenler

Orhan Gazi'ye kardasi Aldaddin Pasa eyidiir : “Hanum ! Elhamdiilillah kim
seni padisih gordiim.Imdi seniin daht bir boliik (Atsiz : birleviik) leskeriin yevmen
feyevmen ziyvade olsa gerekdiir. Imdi seniin askeriinde bir nisan ko kim gayri
askerde olmasun” dedi. Orhan Gazi eyidiir: "Kardas! Her ne kim sen eyidiirsen,ben
ant kabul ederin”’dedi. Ol eyitdi : “Imdi , etrafdagi begleriin borkleri kizildur. Seniin
ag olsun” dedi. Orhan Gazi emr etdi. Bileciikde ak bork isledeler (Atsiz : islediler).
Orhan Gazi geydi. Ve cemi’ tevabii bile ak bork geydiler. Andan Orhan Gazi

leskerin ziydde etmek diledi kim ol vildyetden (Atsiz : vilayetde) ola. Kardast

% Atsiz , pp.117-118 (Bab 31) .
*" The text is corrected as suggested by Prof.Halil inalcik at a seminar.
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eyidiir: "Am kadilara danis” der. Ve ol zamanda Candarlu Karaca Halil Bileciik
kadist olms idi. Kadiligi ana Osman Gazi vermis idi.

Ve Orhan Gazi zamanminda dahi Iznik’e (Atsiz: Iznige) kadi oldi. Ve dahi Iznik’den
sonra Bursa’ya kadi oldi. Orhan ogli Gazi Hiinkdr zamaninda kadi-asker oldi. Ve
hem vezir oldi. Ve beglerbegi dahi oldi. Ve baki tafsil asaga bablarda gele
insaalldhu ta’dla. Ve hem Ede Bali’niin dahi kavmiyidi. Ona dahi danisdh.

Empretdiir (Atsiz : eyidiir): "Elden yaya ¢ikar” dedi. Ol vakit adamlarun ¢ogt kadiya
riigvet (Atsiz: risvet) iletdi kim beni yaya yazdurun deyii. Ve hem anlara da ak bork
geydiirdiler.

Sual : Ya eniik adini yayaya nigiin dediler ?

Cevab : Sultan Mehmed Han ogl Sultan Murad zamaninda sefere gider iken bir
vaya bir it enigin ogurlamus. Eniik 1ss1 entigini bulmis. Yayaya eyitmis. ”Eniigimi sen
mi dogurdun kim ogurlarsin bire eniik yaya” deyiiben sogmis.Bir gavga etmigler.

Halk ol sebebden dtiirii entik yaya derler ...

The following is the translation of the full text of Asiki :
Chapter 31

The following passage relates what Orhan Gazi had worn and had established when
he had become the sultan

Alaaddin Pasa called his brother Orhan Gazi as saying : “My lord ! Glory be to God
that you became a sovereign. Now that you became a sovereign your soldiery are
growing day by day. Hence you are to put a symbol for them distinct from the rest
of the soldiery of the other beys. Orhan Gazi states: My brother ! Whatever you
suggest I accept it. Alaaddin Pasa states: “The soldiers of the other beys are wearing
red caps. Let yours be white”. Hence Orhan Gazi ordered that white caps would be

made in Bilecik.
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Then Orhan Gazi puts on the white cap so that his retinue also put it on. Later Orhan
Gazi wanted to increase the number of his soldiery from his own territory.

His brother states : “I would suggest that you consult the matter with the judges.”
The judge of the time was Candarlu Karaca Halil. He was the judge of Bilecik at
that time who was assigned to the post by Osman Gazi. And he was the judge of
Iznik in the age of Orhan. And then he became the judge of Bursa. He was the
kadiasker, the military chief of justice in the age of Gazi Hiinkar , the son of Orhan
Gazi. And then he became the vizier. He even became the beylerbeyi , the governer
general. Let the remaining explanation about him be mentioned in the further
chapters. He was also the relative of Ede Bali. Orhan even consulted him and
ordered to register yayas from his territory. Many people offered bribes to the judge
in order to be registered as the yayas. Hence they were permitted to wear white caps

and called as the yayas.

Question : So why did they call the yayas as eniik (the whelp of a dog) ?

Response : One day a yaya had stolen the whelp of a dog on his way to the
campaign in the age of Sultan Murad , the son of Sultan Mehmed Han.Then the
owner of the dog found the whelp and stated him cursing as : “Why did you steal
my whelp , you the eniik yaya !” Then they fought. Hence the yayas were named as

the eniik.
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Before the examination of the text of Asiki, the source of his work is
to be mentioned in order to check its authenticity. Being the first chronicler of the
Ottoman history Asiki based his work for the period until the age of Bayezid [ on a
mendkibndme by Yahsi Fakih. The mendkibndme of Yahsi Fakih is regarded as the
oldest account of Ottoman history together with the Ahmedi’s chapter on the
Ottomans in his Iskendernime.”

The relation between Yahsi Fakih and the members of the Ottoman
dynasty is noteworthy. Yahsi Fakih was the son of Ishak Faki, the imam to Orhan
and he had transmitted what he had heard from his father to his own work.” So the
original tradition goes to the time of Orhan Gazi.

As Asiki stated in his work he had personally met Yahsi Fakih in 1413
at Geyve where he had stayed ill at his house and there Yahsi Fakih gave him the
menakib relating the accounts of the Ottoman sultans down to the reign of Bayezid
I’°. Asiki further indicated that he had transmitted the mendkib into his own
history.’" In a vakf register of Sultandnii Yahsi appeared as enjoying a certain farm

granted by Mehmed I (1413-1421).

% Halil inalcik. “The Rise of Ottoman Historiography”, Historians of the Middle East, London : Oxford
University Press, 1962, p.152

% Halil inalcik. “How to Read ‘Ashik Pasha-zade’s History” , Essays in Ottoman History , istanbul : 1988 , p.32
30 Atsiz, p.148(... Fakir Geyvede kaldum.Orhan Begiin imami ogli Yahsi Fakinun evinde hasta oldum.Mendkib-1
Al-i Osmani ta Yildwrim Hana gelince imam oglindan nakl ederin...)

30.Ats1z, p.91(... Nagdih bir cemaat azizlerden , Al-i Osmanun tevdrihinden ve mendkibindan zikr etdiler. Ve bu
fakirden dahi sual etdiler. Fakir dahi cevap verdiim ki Orhan Gaziniin imami Ishak Faki ogh Yahsi Fakidan kim
ol Sultan Bayazid Hana gelince bu mendkibt ol Yahsi Fakida yazilmis buldum kim Yahs1 Faki Orhan Gaziniin
imami oglyidi , fakir dahi biliibisitdiigiimden bazi hallarindan ve makallerinden ihtisar ediib kalem diline
verdiim...)However H.N.Orkun in his article “Yahsi Fakihe Da’ir”,Dergdah V (1337):106 questions the existence
of the * menakibname’ by Yahsi Fakih. He states that Yahsi only related what he had witnessed in his time to
Asiki rather than directly giving him a written mendkib. Orkun bases his assertion on the meaning of the
expression of Asiki as ‘mendkib-i tevarih-i ihsar itdim ’(Ali ed.p.40) which he asserts connotes to ezmine-i sdlife
mendkibi, that is, the ‘accounts of the preceeding events’ rather than its direct connotation of a piece of written
work. Regarding that as suggested by O.Kdpriilii, the word menakib in the fifteenth-century Turkish connotes for
‘deeds’ (Inalcik, “The Rise”,p.35) Orkun’s assertion is worth considering in that sense.
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This can be regarded as a proof that he was living in that age®®. The
expression in the vakf register coincides with the expression of Asiki who stated that
he had met him in 1413.

Moreover, considering that Asiki also added his personel observations
and the oral information which he gathered from Yahsi Fakih into his work , his
work can be regarded as authentic.

On the other hand it is apparent that the other chroniclers (Nesri, Oruc
Beg and the Anonymous Tevarih-i Al-i Osman) followed Asiki in quoting the
passage about the yayas. The passage appears in all three before the conquest of
Iznik (1331) and after the conquest of Izmit (1337) as appeared in the text of Asiki.
This can be regared as a proof that they all copied Asiki’s text.

However regarding that the other chroniclers had reflected the current
situation of their age, Thus the analysis of the text of Asiki complementary with the

other chronics would probably reveal the correct text in a more complete form.

32 Hiiseyin Namik. “Jahsy Fakih”, Mitteilungen Z.Osmanischan Geschichte 11:317-321 Moreover Yahsi also
inherited a vakf land originally granted by Sultan Orhan at Geyve which was later approved by Bayezid I and
Mehmed 1. Inalcik, “Ashik Pasha-zade”,p.32
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The Analysis of the passage in Asikpasazide

In the establishment of the yaya corps Alaaddin Pasa appears as the
stimulus, who advises Orhan to build up an army of his own with a distinctive
symbol of their own. Though Alaaddin Pasa was thought to be the brother of Orhan
Bey by Asiki and the other chroniclers® who followed him, the identity of Alaaddin
Pasa is rather a controversial issue. There exists an uncertainty within the historical
records of whether Alaaddin was the brother or the vizier of Orhan Bey.

However the rather vague identity of Alaaddin Pasa is clarified by
H.Hiisameddin. Hiisameddin states that there exists two people bearing name
Alaaddin in the age of Orhan.One of them was the son of Osman Bey , sehzdde
Alaaddin Bey while the other was the vizier to Osman and Orhan Beys , vezir
Alaaddin Paga.**

Alaaddin Bey , Orhan’s brother , was never attributed with the title of

the ‘pasa’ either in his vakfiye or in the tapu registers.>

33 Mehmed Nesri. Kitdb-1 Cihan-niimd Vol.Il (Ed.Faik Resit Unat and M.A.Kdymen), Ankara:Tiirk Tarih
Kurumu Yay.,1995 pp.152-153 “Orhan Gazi’ye karindagsi Ali Pasa eytdi”. Oruc b.”’ Adil Elkazzaz .Tevarih-i Al-
i Osman. (Ed.Fr.Babinger) Hannover:1925 pl5. ”Bir giin Ali Pasa karindasi Orhana didikim” Anonim Tevarih-i
Al-i Osman (F.Giese nesri) , Istanbul : 1992, p.16 “Bir giin Ali Pasa karindas: Orhan’a eytdi”. As stated by
[.H.Uzungarsili the names Alaaddin,Ali and Erden Ali connote to the same person referring to the brother of
Orhan Bey. I.H.Uzuncarsili. “Alaeddin Pasa” , I4 , Vol.I, 1988, p.282
3 Hiiseyin Hiisameddin “Alaaddin Bey”, Tarih-i Osmani Enciimeni Mecmuasi, XIV/8, p.128 (... Osman
Gazi,herhalde (723) senesinde hasta ve muhtac-i vekaletidi.Alaaddin pasanin evsaf-i mezkuresi ve ‘iinvani
delalet idiyorki sehzdde (Alaaddin bey)den baska bir zatdir...Sultan Osman ve Orhan beylerin vezareti
makaminda tiirklere pek biiyiik hidmetleri sebk itmis bir (Alaaddin Pasa) varidi...) p.308 (...Miiverrihlerimiz
miicerred lakdb miisabehetinden devleti bu vezir-i fazil (Alaaddin Pasa)yt sehzade tamitmiglar , sehzdde
(Alaaddin Paga) dimislerdir.Halbuki kuyiid-i ser iyye,emir-i kebir olan (Alaaddin bey)in baska,vezir olan
(Alaaddin Paga)ninda baska bir zat olduklarini géstermektedir...)
% Uzungarsili ,”Alaaddin Pasa”, pp.282-28 Moreover Uzungarsili states that though Candarl Halil was thought
to be the first vizier of the Ottoman state, it was Alaaddin Pasa who became the first vizier. “Osmanlilarda ilk
vezirlere dair miiteala, Belleten 1X/9 (1945), p.207
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Moreover , the death of Alaaddin Bey was assumed to be in the year
1333 and the expressions in his vakfiye of the same year as amir kabir mucahid fi
sabil illah... avn al-guzdt va’l-mucahidin indicates that he was not a vizier from the
ulema but a commander or a beylerbeyi.*®

On the other hand Alaaddin the pasa was mentioned as a ‘vizier’ in
the vakfiye of Aspor¢a Hatun dated 1323.%” So H.Hiisameddin proved that Alaaddin
with his title of the pasa was someone from the ulema and was vizier to Orhan.

Thus it can be inferred that Asiki might have attempted to attribute the role in

establishing the yaya corps , not to a vizier from the ulema but to someone who was
a descendant of the Ottoman family and therefore thought Alaaddin Pasa as the
brother of Orhan Bey. It can be assumed that the author might have tried to indicate
his favor for the Ottoman dynasty who had always extended favors to him as a
descendant of a seyh family. Thus attributed the essential role in establishing the
first regular army of the emerging Ottoman state to a member of the Ottoman
dynasty. However the work of Asiki here contradicts with the other historical
sources. So, apparently it was Alaaddin, the first vizier of the Ottoman state to
whom Orhan Bey asked for his advise initially.

In the second stage an examination of the dialogue between Orhan Bey
and his vizier Alaaddin Pasa would probably help to reveal when and how the corps
were established.

First of all Alaaddin Pasa still addressed to Orhan Bey as the ‘han’, a

turkic title given to the beys.

36 Uzungarsili,”Osmanlilarda lk Vezirler”, p.207 However, Prof.Inalcik states that the first viziers could be
attributed with the title of the gazi.
37 1.Beldiceanu-Steinherr.”Legs Pieux d’Aspurtcha Khatun” , Recherches Sur Les Actes Des Régnes Des Sultans
Osman,Orkhan Et Murad I, Monachii : Sociates Academica Dacoromana, 1967 , pp. 78-85
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Thus it can be assumed that the last [lhanid ruler Ebu Said Bahadir
Han (d.1336) was still living on that date since as long as he was living nobody
could dare to assert the sultanate™. Thus, it can be assumed that the establishment of
corps could have taken place before the death of Ebu Said Bahadir Han , that is ,
before the year 1336.

Secondly Alaaddin Pasa further remarked that Orhan has become a
padisah and must have a bigger army. His sovereignity might have been related to
his ascending the throne from his father and his minting of the first coinage on his
name. Considering that Orhan had ascended the throne upon the death of his father
in 1324 as indicated in his vakfiye of 1324°° and the first coinage was minted in the
year 1327*" it can be assumed that the dialogue between the two might have taken
place after Orhan had become the padisah.

Moreover, considering that Asiki devoted a specific chapter regarding
the establishment of the corps under the subtitle of ‘this chapter relates what Orhan
Gazi had worn and established when he had become the padisah’ (See above the
original text) it can be assumed that the dialogue had taken place after Orhan had
become the padisah.

However, it is hard to reach to a definite conclusion and give exact
dates since there did not exist any particular expression in the original text

regarding the time of the establishment of the corps .

3% Halil Inalcik. “Osmanli Tarihine Toplu Bir Bakis™ , Osmanli, Vol.I , p.45 Inalcik states that Orhan’s
becoming the sultan was upon the death of Abusaid Han (d.1336).

% [.H.Uzungars1l1.”Gazi Orhan Beg Vakfiyesi”,Belleten V/19 (1941), pp.277-288

%01 H.Uzungarsil1.”Orhan Begin Hiikiimdar Oldugu Tarih ve ilk Sikkesi”, Belleten 1X/34 (1945) , p.208-209
Uzungarsili states that the number three on the one side of the coin might indicate that Orhan has been on the
throne for three years.
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However, it is safe to state that when Orhan became the padisah the
number of his soldiers increased either. The increase in the number of Orhan’s
soldiery might have resulted from the conquest of Bursa (1326). So it can be
assumed that the corps might have been established after the conquest of Bursa.

Then Alaaddin Pasa suggested that Orhan’s soldiers should be
distinguished from the rest of the soldiery of the other beys and offerred that they
were to wear ‘white caps’, ak bork as their distinctive symbol.The expression of
Asiki clearly suggests that the soldiery of the other beys were wearing red caps. So
it is apparent that the suggestion of the ‘white caps’ is to diffirientiate the soldiery of
Orhan from the soldiers of the other beys. So the group who were to be enrolled as
the yayas were to carry a special headgear , ak bork and thus would be specialized as
the hassa soldiery of the sovereign.

Then Orhan Gazi ordered that white caps would be made in Bilecik.
When Orhan put on the white cap his retinue followed him. Regarding that ‘white’
has been the colour of nobility and the symbol of dependence to the sovereign since
the earliest stages of the Turkish history*' , the establishment of a group of soldiery
carrying white caps signified that they were to be the first noble hassa soldiery
under the command of a noble sovereign. This suggests that the traditions of the
middle-Asian Turks have so far survived in the first period of the Ottoman state.

On the other hand Candarli Karaca Halil stands as an other important
figure in the establishment of the yaya corps. As suggested by Asiki when Orhan
decided to increase the number of his soldiers from his own territory, Alaaddin Pasa

suggested to consult the situation to the judges , kadis.

! Ziya Gokalp. Tiirk Medeniyei Tarihi ,(Ed.Kazim Yasar Kopraman) , Istanbul : 1976 , p.154
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The judge of the time was Candarli Karaca Halil. He was the judge
of Bilecik in the age of Orhan.** As suggested by Asiki he was assigned as the judge
of Bilecik by Osman Gazi and then to the judge of Iznik by Orhan Gazi. However it
is hard to determine when exactly Candarli was appointed to the judge of Bilecik.
Therefore it is also hard to determine when he was involved in the process of the
establishment of the corps. I.H.Uzuncarsili states that though Asiki stated in his
chronicle that Candarli was the judge of Bilecik when the corps were established,
with regards to his age the situation sounds rather vague.*

Moreover there exists an indirect stress on the seyh Ede Bali
signifying his kinship with Candarli Halil. So though Candarli Halil, being a judge
appeared as the final authorithy according to the sharia to decide on such affairs, the
stress on the seyh Ede Bali thoroughly signifies the important role of the seyhs in
the establishment of the first institutions of the Ottoman state.

Ede Bali himself a seyh of vefai order was portreyed as such an
authorithy by Asiki that even the judges consulted him.Considering that Asiki
himself was a descendant of a family of vefdi order he might have attempted to
attribute the role on the establishment of the yaya corps to a seyh of the vefdi order.
As suggested by H.inalcik®, the vefdi seyhs being the supportes of the seria were
the important figures to whom the Ottoman sultans has always been seek for their
aidance and ratification for the legitimazion of crucial matters. Moreover, the
ancient Central Asiatic Turcu-Mongol tradition that God favors a man for

sovereignty and reveals it through a holy man, was fulfilled by Ede-Bali.*’

2 Atsiz, p.239 ( ...Hayreddin Pasa : Kim ol Orhan zamaninda Bileciik kadisiyidi...) Candarl was attributed with
the name ‘Hayreddin’ since he became the vizier. .LH.Uzungarsili. “Candarli Kara Halil Pasa” , Belleten XXIII

# 1.H.Uzungarsih. “Candarli Kara Halil Pasa”, p.463
* Inalcik, “Osmanli Tarihine Toplu bir Bakis”, p.48
* Inalcik, “Asikpasazade”, p.39-40
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So in this particular passage the role of Ede Bali demonstrates that
Orhan sought the confirmation of a seyh in establishing his first formal military
organization. Hence the passage also signifies that the white caps which would be
carried by the hassa soldiery of Orhan are to be legitimized by a seyh. Moreover,
as indicated by H.Inalcik one of the main purposes of Asiki was to demonstrate how
a seyh of vefdi order played a crucial role on the establishment of the Ottoman
state.*® Consequently Candarli Halil decides to enroll certain people from the
territory of Orhan as the ‘yayas’.

The situation is indicated by the expression of ‘elden yaya ¢ikar’ , the
word of ‘el’ (il) either connotes to the ‘territory’ or might have connoted to the
‘reaya’, ‘halk’.” So the soldiery of Orhan were to be gathered from his own
territory and were to be among his own reaya. Thus it can be inferred that the first
yayas were registered among the Turkish reaya, that is the Turcomans.So the
occasional Turcoman militia with red caps were replaced by a hassa soldiery with
white caps. This suggests that the other Turcoman soldiery from the other beyliks
would no longer be conscripted but only the ones from the territory of Orhan would
be enrolled as the yayas. Thus those enrolling yayas would be the hassa soldiery of
Orhan whose distinctive symbol was the white caps.

Hence the Turcomans showed great interest in being enrolled as the
yayas so that they were even tried to offer bribes to Candarli Halil. This suggests the
priviliged condition the yayas were in in the initial stages since being enrolled as a

yaya meant to become the retinue of the bey, that is to be the Aassa soldiery.

* nalcik,” Asikpasazade”,p.36
7 Gokalp, p.154
23



In the second part of the text, in which the yayas were branded as the
entik, can be regarded as a kind of folk tale in order to signify the lesser importance
of the yayas in the later stages. After all, the eniik yaya does imply that the yayas
were of secondary importance whose status was replaced by the janissaries.
Considering that the word eniik (enik) literally means the whelp of a carnivorous
animal, this can be interpreted to mean that, upon the establishment of the janissary
garrisons the yayas were their ‘whelps’ occupying a lower status.

Considering the fact that Asiki had composed his work in the age of
Mehmed II their attribution with the name of the eniik is simply to indicate the
secondary position of the yayas in the age of Mehmed I1.

In conclusion, what can be inferred from the analysis of the passage is
that, it is hard to determine when exactly the corps were established. However, it can
be assumed that the corps would probably be established when Orhan Gazi became
the sultan and after the conquest of Bursa (1326). The role of the ulemd and the
seyhs in the establishment of the corps is a theme mentioned in detail by Asiki.

On the other hand Agsiki placed the chapter regarding the
establishment of the corps in between the passages related to the conquests of Izmit
(1337) and Iznik (1331). Moreover, when the other assumptions mentioned above
were also taken into consideration the chronological course of the events became
contradictory. So it can be assumed that the chronology in Asiki’s work is not
thoroughly dependable.

When the passages regarding the establishment of the yayas in the later
chroniclers (Nesti, Oruc Beg and the Anomymous Tevirih-i Ali Osman) who
followed Asiki at the end of fifteenth century are analyzed, it is apparent that they

simply rephrased Asiki’s text with different sytlistic expressions.
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However, there observed certain interpolations made by the authors
themselves reflecting the current situation of their age.

In the chronicle of Nesri*® who composed his work under Bayezid 11,
the stress on Haci Bektas is noteworthy. Nesri states that before Orhan put on the
‘white cap’ he first asked for the approval of Haci Bektas®. However, as suggested
by Asiki Haci Bektas had no relation with the Ottoman dynasty’. This statement is
apparently the misunderstanding of the original text of Asiki . Here Oruc Bey’' and
the anonymous Tevérih-i Al-i Osman® follows Nesri.

In the chronicle of Nesri the statement regarding the yamaks, the
assistants of the yayas is also worth mentioning. In the original text of Asiki, there
was no mention of the yamaks. This is definetely the interpolation of the author
indicating the current situation of his age. The author states that because of the
excessive demand to be registered as the yayas, some were registered as the
‘assistants’ to the yayas.”

In conclusion it can be inferred that all the mentioned three chronics
follow and complete the original text of Asiki in one way or the other with certain

distortions and interpolations.

* Nesri I, pp.153-157

¥ Nesri Lpp.154-155(...Bileciik de ak borkler biikdiiriib, ddem génderiib, Amasya’da Hact Bektas Horasdni’den
icazet alub, evvel kendii giyiib, andan tevabi’i giydile(...

%0 Atsiz,p.237 (...Bu Haci Bektas Al-i Osman neslinden hi¢ kimse ile muséhabet etmedi...)

' Oruc b.”Adil, pp.15-16( ...Orhan Gazi bu sézii kabul idib ddem gonderdi Amasya’da Haci Bektas
Horasdni’den rahmetullah icazet alub ak bork gotiiriib evvel kendi giydi andan sonra kendiye mute allik kullar:
ak bork giydiler...)Oruc Bey composed his work under Mehmed II and dedicated it to Bayezid II. The
anonymous Tevarih was an other version of it. Halil Inalcik. “The Rise”,p.154

>2 Giese,p.16( ... Eyle olicak Orhan Gazi vardi Hact Bektas Hiinkdr 'dan dest-i tevbe idiip ak bork geydi...)

>3 Nesri,pp.154-156 (...Hattd yaya temdam oldikdan sonra gelenler dahi yalvarub bizi bari yamak yazun! Sefere
bir y1l anlar ve bir yil biz varalum” didiler...) The relation between the yayas and yamaks will be discussed in
the fourth part of Chapter I, under the Ocak System.
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I1I- THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE Y4YA4 CORPS

The Origins of the Yaya Corps

With regards to the scarcity of the sources concerning the early centuries of
the Ottoman state it is hard to follow the process of the development of the yaya
corps. Moreover regarding that the earliest yaya register was dated H.859 (1454),
approximately a century after the corps were considered to be established , it
becomes harder to determine the ethnic character of the first yayas in the time of
Orhan Gazi.

However, the earliest chronic of Asiki and the epic history of Enveri
present certain information regarding either the ethnic or the social origins of the
first yayas. Moreover, the earliest document regarding the early centuries of the
Ottoman history, the vakfiye of Siileyman Pasa, the son of Orhan Gazi dated H.760
(1358) indicates certain clues about the ethnicity of the first yayas.

On the other hand the earliest yaya register of Karahisar-1 Sahib dated H.859
presents certain information regarding either the social origins or the ethnicity of the
yayas of a later period.

Before the examination of the historical documents mentioned above it
would be contributory to mention certain information regarding the condition of the
Anatolia in the thirteenth century.

Itself a Turcoman principality the principality of Osman Bey had no doubt

used the Turcomans as a source for its military power.
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Considering the fact that Anatolia had witnessed the mass migration of the
Turcomans mainly after the Mongol invasion in 1243 it was no doubt that the
Turcomans constituted the greater part of the population of Anatolia in huge
quantities either as the settlers or as the nomads.

Having been settled mostly in the frontier regions by the Seljukid state those
Turcoman tribes could easily gather around the leading gazis, as in the case of
Osman Gazi and hence named after their new leaders.”® Hence they participated the
gazad, holy war activities with great zeal as militant groups.

The earliest describtion of a Turcoman warrior was first mentioned in the
epic history of Enveri. In the epic the ‘azebs who were in essence light footman and
collected from the militant Turcomans who lived in the coastal villages as the
peasants, in quest of gazd and booty” were described as performing their activities
in their ‘red caps’ on the sea.”® Thus we have an early describtion of a Turcoman
warrior dated thirteenth century.

While on the one hand the militant Turcomans who were collected from the
coastal villages of western Anatolia were performing their activities on the sea with
the name ‘azeb under the command of Umur Bey , the rest in the hinterland were
probably eager to join Osman and Orhan Beys.

So when the expressions in the earliest chronic of Asiki are considered Thus

it becomes apparent why Orhan would like to put a distinctive symbol to the

>4 Halil Inalcik, “Osmanli Tarihine Toplu Bir Bakis”, p.40

> Halil inalcik.” The Rise of Maritime Principalities”, The Middle East and the Balkans under the Ottoman
Empire, USA: 1993 p.325

> Enveri,p.91 “Yiiriyib anda ‘azebler ¢ekdi saf — p.74  “Ciimle ¢ibuk borkileydi ‘azeb

Hasm oldi tir-i gazayigiin hedef” Gergi yaya ciimlesinde var seleb”  Enveri dedicated

his Diisturname to the grandvizier of Mehmed 11,Mahmud Pasa in the year H.869.His source for the second part
of his epic was a work probably written between the years 749-760,a work of which constructed upon the oral
expressions of Hoca Selman who had built a navy upon Umur’s command.Considering that Enveri directly
transmitted what he had read in the source into his epic,either the language or the historical information which
the epic presents can be regarded as authentic reflecting the military circumstances of a Turcoman principality.
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soldiery of his own.Alaaddin Pasa’s suggestion to Orhan Bey stating that his
soldiery should have a distinctive symbol of their own so that they were to wear
‘white caps’ apart from the soldiery of the other beys who were wearing ‘red caps’
indicates that Orhan would like to differentiate his own soldiery of the Turcomans
from the rest of the Turcoman soldiery in Anatolia.

Thus the occasional Turcoman militia with red caps were replaced by the
hassa soldiery with a distinctive symbol peculiar to their own. Therefore the
expression of Asiki suggests that the soldiery of Orhan Gazi were of the militant
Turcomans specialized in a military art.

Moreover, as asserted by H.Inalcik based on the statistical survey of
O.L.Barkan, “Yaya and miisellem militia were particularly strong in the areas of

37 indicates that the first yayas would probably be the

Turcoman-Yoriik pastoralists
Turcoman warriors of Anatolia in the first stages of the newly emerging Ottoman
state. Considering that the first yayas were mostly considered to be gathered from
the various villages and the tribes of Anatolia , especially from the regions of Sogiit,
Karahisar and Bilecik,”® the places where the Turcoman settlement heavily took
place, it can be inferred that the first yayas would probably be the militant
Turcomans who were either settled as the peasants or lead a nomadic way of life.
Furthermore, the earliest document regarding the early centuries of Ottoman

history, the vakfiyye of Siileyman Pasa also indicates that it was mostly the

Turcomans who were settled in Bolayir in 1360s.

°7 Halil inalcik, An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire, Great Britain: Cambridge University
Prees, 1994, p.92
*¥ Dogru , p.3 Moreover Dogru states that the yaya and miisellem sancaks in the province of Anatolia were
mostly located in Kiitahya, Saruhan, Aydin, Hiidavendigar, Kastamonu,Mentese, Afyonkarahisar, Teke, Cankiri,
Hamidili, Sultanonii and Karesi p.50
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The vakfiye of Siileyman Pasa is regarded as the oldest document
regarding the early centuries of the Ottoman history which was copied in 1914.%
The vakf land which comprised three villages in Bolayir was dedicated to Siileyman
Pasa in 1360.

The existence of certain peasants working on the vakf land of Bolayir who
were exempted from the extraordinary tax was determined in the vakfiye.”* The
names of certain villages like Tugrul Arslan, Saruhanlu, Tatarlar and Babailer
suggest that it was mostly the Turcomans who were settled in Bolayir.

So it can be inferred that the Turcomans as the peasants cultivating the vakf
land, having been exempted from the extraordinary tax can be regarded as the first
yayas.

On the other hand the expressions in the first yaya register of H.859
Karahisar-1 Sahib indicates that the yayas had been living in the villages and were
registered among the villagers.®’ When the names of the yayas and the yamaks are
examined in the earliest yaya register, it can be inferred that there existed certain
Turcoman names. The existence of such names which were frequently found in the
Turcoman principalities like; Turahan, Saruhan, Alihan, Oguzhan, Elvan, Eyne
Bey,Bali and Sevundiik suggests that the yayas mostly bear Turcoman names.
Moreover, the names such as Selcuk veled-i Salur ®*and Aydogmus and

Giindogmus® suggest that the yayas could ethnically be the Turcomans.

% Beldiceanu-Steinherr, “Legs Pieux Concernant La Fondation Pieuse De Bolayir Erigéé A La Mémoire De
Siileyman Pacha” , p.135
% ibid, p.139
6! Bagbakanlik Arsiv Umum Midiirliigii, Maliye Defteri Nr.4, Karahisdr-1 Sahib Sancagi Piyddeleri Defteri,
Varak 1, “Mezkur Ali geru bu kéyden alindr yeni yayadir” “Hoca ve Habib geru bu kdyden alindi yeni yayadir”
® ibid ,Varak 2
* ibid, Varak 13
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Furthermore, the names of the well-known yayabasts, the head of the yayas,
such as; Saruca, Pazarlu-Togan and Balaban™ also suggest that they were mostly
the of Turcoman origin.So it can be inferred that the first yayas could ethnically be
the Turcomans who were socially the peasants.

In conclusion, the assimilation of the Turcomans into the Ottoman society
either as the peasants or the soldiers, as in the case of the yaya soldiery, well
coincides with the theory of H.Inalcik who stated that it was the result of the
migration and the expanding population of the Turcomans in the frontiers which
caused the Ottoman principality to its developing into a form of state.®

It can also be inferred that the Turcomans were probably be the source of
manpower for the states’ colonization and the settlement policy in the Balkan
territories since most were settled in Bolayir and established villages there.

So it was the Turcomans who played the role in the formation of Osman’s
principality by gathering under his command and who played the role in the
establishment of the first regular military organization of Orhan Gazi which

contributed his transferring the principality into a form of a state.

 Nesri I, p.243 _
% Halil inalcik. “Osmanli Devleti’nin Dogusu Meselesi”, S6giit ten Istanbula, (Ed.Oktay Ozel and M.Oz),
Ankara: 2000,pp.226-227
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The Organization of the Yaya Corps under the Ocak system

As suggested by the earliest yaya register dated H.859, the corps had been
living in the villages.They were organized into a unit called the ocak, hearth. The
system probably derives from the organization of the peasantry into a special militia
groups. Though it is a common practice to gather able-bodied peasants and employ
them as soldiers, their organization into a particular system is a special matter
which was previously applied by the Byzantine state. Thus, it can be assumed that
the system shared certain similarities with the Byzantine organization of the
stratiotes®™. (See p.42 ) In all likelihood, a close examination of the ocak system and
the Byzantine stratiotes would probably help to reveal the common characteristics
of each organization.

It is hard to determine when exactly the yayas were organized under the ocak
system. There did not exist any mention about the system in the earliest chronicle of
Asiki. However, in the late chronicle of Hoca Sadettin written under the age of
Bayezid I, it was indicated that upon the establishment of the janissary garisons the
yayas were given a piece of land to cultivate in order to subsist themselves in return
for their salaries and the state did not require them to pay the taxes which the
ordinary reaya had to pay.®’

So the expression of Hoca Sadettin indicates that the yayas were used
to given an amount of salary, uliife in return for their military service in the early

stages however, upon the establishment of the janissary garisons they were granted

% fnalcik, Economic and Social History”, p.91

" Hoca Sadettin Efendi , Tacii t-Tevarih I, (Ed.ismet Parmaksizoglu) , Ankara:Kiiltiir Bakanhig1 Yay. , 1999 ,
p.70 (... yenigeri ordusu kurulduktan sonra yayalara uliife karsiligi tarla ve toprak verilerek, bunlarin savagtan
dondiiklerinde ¢iftleriyle ugrasmalari ve ayrica her ¢esit gegici vergilerden muaf tutulmalart kararlastirilds...)
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land (farms) instead of their salaries and exempted from the taxes which the
ordinary had to pay, the raiyyet riisimu. So it can be assumed that the yayas were
organized under the ocak system by 1361.%

Before the examination of the ocak system it is worth mentioning that though
the emphasis will be put on the analysis of the earliest yaya register dated H.859,
considering that the system was not thoroughly established in the fifteenth century
the information regarding the condition of the corps within the fifteenth century
kanunndmes were either missing or unsatisfactory.

However, in the later kanunndme of Sultan Siileyman there existed thorough
information about the condition of the ocak system. So the mentioned kanunndme
will be referenced in giving certain general information like the duties of the
yvayabagis or the punishments applied to the corps. It is noteworthy that the basic
scheme of the system hasn’t changed but there existed certain changes within the

unit, that is the constituents of the ocak varied.

The Ocak System

The registers, defters of the yayas thoroughly displays the way the
corps were organized.The term of ocak was not frequently mentioned in the registers
but though it covers a broader meaning , its connotation to a household, Adne was
determined within the registers®”. So a unit referred to a household. However, the

yvayas were registered under the term of the ¢iftlik, farm.

% For the establishment of the janisarries and the reorganization of the yayas see Chapter III.
% Arikan, p.12
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Thus the term of ocak can be regarded as the general name of the system since
the corps were identified on the basis of their households, where the farm of an
individual household is the basic unit.

According to the organization each household constituted one unit where one
of them was distinguished as the ‘campaigner’, eskiincii. The rest were called as the
yamaks, the ‘assistants’ who were responsible of the maintenance of the one going
on the campaign. Since the corps went on the campaign alternately the eskiincii was
also called as the novbetlii, ‘the one on-duty’. The members of the ocak varied
between 2-5 in the early stages. Every ocak (hane), household was given a piece of
land that is, a ‘farm’ to cultivate.

According to the earliest yaya register dated H.859 (1454) of Karahisar-1

Sahib the organization of the ocak system was stated as follows™:

Stiret-i defter-i (... Karahisar Sancagin yayalarin beyan ider
Hassa-i yaya sancak beyine miite’allik yayalar: beyan ider
Karye-i Deper

Ciftlik-i Yaya Ogul Begi

The above scheme indicates that the farm of a yaya was within the boundries
of an ordinary village, karye in a certain sancak, sub-province which was reserved
as the hdss of a sancak beyi, namely the yaya sancak beyi who was the
representative of the central administration within the sancak’”.

The place of the yayas could be within the boundaries of a sancak of a

sipahi’s timar. In such cases, they were noted as the yayalik yer, the place of the

7% Maliye Defteri No.4, Varak 1
"' Dogru, p.33
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yayas. The sipahi interference of the yayas ¢iftlik was absolutely forbidden and such
places were regarded as the free fimars, the serbest timars.

So it can be inferred that the yayas occupied an autonomous position under
their own sancak beyis within the boundries of a certain land reserved for
themselves.

The farm was registered with the name of the yayabasi, the head of
the yayas, where the yaya and the yamaks were registered under their yayabasts. So

the hiyerarchy is mentioned as follows:

Yaya Sancak Beyi
Yaya Basi

Yaya and yamaks

As the above scheme indicated the yayas had their own commanders
namely the yaya basis who were under the control of the yaya sancak beyis. The
yayabagt was given a fimar which indicates that he is considered the member of the
military, askeri class. Underneath the yayabasis there was the yaya and his yamaks,
‘assistants’. The yayas were given farms, ¢iftliks to cultivate’”. A yaya was not to
sell or give it under the tapu to somebodyelse.

Though was not indicated so frequently in the registers there was a
commander called the mukdim” between the yayabasis and the yayas. Their status

was defined as the detupy, ndib of the yaya sancak beyis.”

3 Ahmet Refik, Anadolu’da Tiirk Asiretleri(966-1200), istanbul : 1989 (...Sancagina miiteallik olan evvelki
nobetlii piyadeleri vakti ile oligelan ddet ve kanun iizere yaya basilart ve mukdimleri ve altisar aylik zad ii
zevadelerile ihrac ediib mahalli me 'mure getiiriib hidmete miibaseret eyleyesin. ..)
™ Arikan, p.222
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The kanunndme of Sultan Siileyman presents thorough information
regarding the responsibilities of the yaya sancak beyis and yayabagsis. As suggested
by the kanunndme certain yayas were directly under the control of the sancak beyis
where some were under the yayabasis within a certain sancak’

In the earliest register the position of the farms were indicated as follows’®:
“Cem’an sancak beyine miitea’llik Tamam ¢iftlik 67, Yayabas ¢iftligi 1~
The yayas who were under the direct control of the yaya sancak beyis were
discerned as the kds yayas or the yerlu yayas.”
The yayabagsis were appointed by a decree, berat from the sancakbeyi , mir-i mirdn.
They were to join the campaingns by commanding the yayas. The yaya

sancak beyis were mainly responsible of the unity of the ocak. He was to determine
the deceased yayas and find those who were missing by any reason , gdibler’.
Hence he was the responsibility of taking them back to his duty. However, if the
yayas were under the control of the yayabasis, it was the responsibility of the
vayabast to find them.Moreover, the sancak beyi was also to gather the yayas in the
presence of the clerk, il yazicisi before the censuns had taken place.

In the last scale the yaya and the yamaks who constituted the quintessence of

the unit were registered.

> M.Arif ed. P.47 (See note 77)

7 Maliye Defteri, No.4 Varak 7

M. Arif ed, p.47 (See note 77)

8 ibid,(...Amma (yayamn) vefiti veydhud giybet-i munkatia ile gaib oldugu ma’lum olmiyub bulunmak ihtimali
olsa eger hds yayalardan ise bulmak ve névbetinde ana teklif-i hidmet idiib esdiirmek yaya sancagi beyi
tizerinedir Ve eger hds yayalardan olmiyub yayabasina (miite’allik yaya) ise madamki grybet-i munkatia ile gdib
oldugu veya vefati ma’liim olmayicak bulmak novbetinde siirmek yayabasinin tizerine lazimdir. Ve yerlu
yayalardan her kangisi ki ¢iftliklerin koyub kagsa sancak beyine vacibdirki ol kagcan yayayt her kanda ise bulub
tutub geru yerine gétiire...)
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In the earliest register of Karahisar-1 Sahib the organization of the yaya and the

yamaks were indicated as follows:

Ciftlik-i Yaya Ogul Beyi
Elvan veled-i Ivaz Yaya

Hoca veled-i Musa Yamak Habib veled-i Hasan Yamak

Somebody who was registered as a yaya meant that he was to join the
campaign that year as the campaigner, eskiincii. Then the yamaks were to stay in the
farm and cultivate the land. By that way they were to maintain the unit and supply
the necessary provisions for the eskiincii. However, the position of the yayas and
yamaks changed alternately. Somebody who was registered as a yamak later became
the yaya.

It is noteworthy that in the mentioned register the ocaks were completed by
various new yayas taken from other villages.” Their status was indicated as the yeni
yvaya, ‘the new yaya’and were registered as the yamak in the initial stage. In the
mentioned register almost all the farms were completed by such new yayas who
were taken from other villages. Thus a unit was completed with such yamaks.

On the other hand certain yamaks were taken from their farms which had an
exceeding number and registered to an other. They were called as the ziydde yayalar
and their status was indicated in the registers as the ayurma yayalar , the seperated

yayas.*’

7 Maliye Defteri no.4 Varak 1. “Hoca ve Habib geru bu kéyden alindi yeni yayadir”
% ibid, Varak 5 “Mezkur Muhammedi ve Hact Ahmed ve Oguz Han Hac... adlu kisi ¢iftliginde ziydde bulundugu
sebebden ayirub bu c¢iftlikde yamak yazilub ayurma yayadir”
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It was suggested that the stipulation in order to be registered as a yaya was to
be a son or the brother of a previously registered yaya.®' So a unit was constituted by
the relatives of the yaya. In the mentioned register the brother of a yaya was
registered as the yamak.**

The expressions in the mentioned register suggested that the sons of the
yvayas were registered with the indication of their age so that when they were grown-
up they would become the yayas.* An other indication is also noteworthy in order
to indicate the importance given to the sons of the yayas;

“Ve mezkurun [¢iftligin] yayalarun ve yamaklarun badlik olmadik ogullar
vardur esami-i deftere kayd olunmus amma bu cem’iyle yine kayd olunmadi”

The expression suggests that the yayas had a number of sons who were not

already grown-up however, their names were registered despite of their age.

The immunities of the yayas

As mentioned above the yayas were exempted from certain taxation and
services in return for their military service. Hence they were named as the muaf ve
miisellem redya, that is the ‘exempted redya’. They were considered within the
special category in the Ottoman society in terms of their immunities. The corps were
exempted from the taxes which the ordinary reaya had to pay, raiyyet riisiimu and

certain services, kulluk in compensation for their military service.®

8 M.Arif ed., p.46 ( ...Bir yamak yazilan yayamn birden ikiden hidmete yarar oglanlari ve karndaslar: vardir
kendu ile bile olurlar anlar dahi yamak yazilub novbetlerinde hidmet iderler...)

%2 Maliye Defteri no.4, Varak “Bayezid birdder-i Timur Yamak”

8 ibid, varak 5 “Hamza veled-i Mehmed sekiz yaginda”

% Halil Inalcik, “Osmanlilarda Raiyyet Riisimu”, Osmanli Imparatorlugu Toplum ve Ekonomi, Istanbul: 1996,

pp-50-53
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Regarding that the corps were granted land to cultivate, they were not to pay
the tithe, ‘Osr from the corn grown in his own farm. Moreover, he was not to pay the
sheep tax and the millers’ tax.*The incomes from the fines of ciirm-i cindyet ve
bdd-1 hevd was collected by the yaya sancak beyis.*

Moreover the yamaks of the ocak were exempted from the extraordinary tax
of avdriz-1 divdniye®’. They were obliged to give 50 ak¢as to the eskiinciis going on
the campaigns as the counterpart of the avariz.

If a yaya is old and poor and therefore could not join the campaign he is to
give a certain amount of momey, har¢lik to the one going for himself. On the other
if a yaya is old and feeble but wealthy he is to keep a subsist, bedel tutabilir.®® The
status of the old yayas were indicated as the pir in the registers.”

Consequently it can be inferred that the yayas occupied a priviliged position
in the society when compared to the ordinary reaya. Though the state levied them
military service they were exempted from the burdensome services and the taxes

levied on the ordinary reaya.

85 85 MLArif ed.,p.46 (...Yayalik kanun-1 kadim iizre bir ¢iftlik yerleri vardwr Ol yerde olan gallenin ve bagin ve
degirmen Osrine ve resmine kimesne dahl itmeyub kenduler tasarruf iderler amma ol yerin satulmasi ve tapuya
virilmesi kat’a cd’iz degildir ve koyunlari ‘adetin dahi vermezler...)

% M.Arif edp.47(.. Yayamn bdad-1 hevisina yayabagilarinin dahli yokdur ve yayanin resm-i ciirm ii cindyeti
sancak beyinindir ol mutasarrif ola...)

%7 Inalcik, “Raiyyet Riisimu”, p.53 See the chapter on the Miisellem Corps (Chapter III) for further information
on the avdriz.

% M.Arif ed., p46.( ...Bir yayaki pir ii fani ve miiflis olub sefere iktiddrt olmasa ‘ali kadre gidene harclik verir ve
ala pir veya ma’zur olub gani olub kendu varmaga kadir olmasa yerine bedel dutar...)

¥Maliye Defteri no.4, Varak 19 “Muhammed veled-i Yakub pirdir”
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When the organization of the corps was compared to the later register of
H.959 of of Biga it is apparent that there existed certain changes within the
organization of the ocak by the sixteenth century.The organization of the ocak

system was indicated as follows™ :

Nahiye-i Biga an hassa-i mirliva
Karye-i Egripinar tabi-i mezkur
Ciftlik-i Bayram yeri deyu mukayyed der defter-i kéhne

haliyda Haci Bayram ¢iftligi dimekle ma rufdur

The term of mir liva began to be used for the term of the sancak beyi by the
sixteenth century. The name of the yaya who was previously holding the farm was
mentioned in the first stage then the other yaya who have recently possessed it was
mentioned.

The yamaks were registered within two categories as the ‘old yamaks’,
yamak-1 ‘atik and the new yamaks ‘yamak-i cedid”".

It is noteworthy that the three generations of a certain household was
registered as the yamak. The expression in the register is as noteworthy in order to
indicate the statuses of them’” :

“mezkurun dedesi Yakub ahar vilayetden gelub karye-i Denizlide hari¢ ez-
defter haymana iken fevt olub ba’dehu oglu Yusuf perakende mukabelesi amillerine

hilaf-1 deftere ahz olmagla haymane olduklari zahir olub isbu zikr olunun Emirsah

% Bagbakanlik Osmanli Arsivi Daire Baskanlig1, Tapu Tahrir Defteri,No.278, H.959,Piyadegan-1 Biga
Defteri,Varak 37

%2 Tapu Tahrir 278, Varak 38
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haliya karye-i... hari¢ ez-defter haymana olmagin ber mucebi emr yaya ve yamak
kayd olindi.”

The above expression also indicates that the haymanas, nomads were
registered as the yayas.Then the mentioned Yusuf, the son of Yakub was
determined as being the hari¢ ez-defter haymana, that is, a nomad who was not
registered to anybody as the raiyyet hence his son Emirsah was registered as the
yaya or the yamak to the particular ocak.

Regarding the fact that the corps began to be employed in the rear services by
the second half of the fifteenth century, the yayas abandened their place and ran
away.

So the number of the yamaks began to be completed by certain haymanas,
nomads from outside. The status of the haymanas were indicated as™ ,’mezkur
Rumelinden gogiib haliya karye-i mezburede harig-ez defter haymana olmagin ber
mucebi emr yaya ve yamak kayd olundr” or “Cafer damad-1 Danismend haymana —
yamak”.

It is also noteworthy that the son-in-law of a yaya was registered as the
yamak.

On the other hand a group of yoriiks, nomads were also registered as the
yamak to a particular unit ,’* “ Bali damad-1 Bazarlu yamak — mezkur karye-i... de
Beylerbeyi yoriiklerinden olub haliya karye-i... hari¢ ez-defter haymana olmagin ber
mucebi emr yaya ve yamak kayd olindi”

The liberated kuls, mutaks were also registered as the yamaks in order to

complete the unit.”” The existence of the maluls, the handicappeds is also

% Tapu Tahrir 278, Varak 37

** ibid
% ibid
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noteworthy.”® However they were not registered as the yamaks but under a seperate
category.

Regarding the condition of the farms in the second half of the sixteenth
century the following expression is noteworthy”” :

“Mezkur ¢iftlik az olub ve alt yaninda mukayyed olan Hamza ciftligi kanun
tizere olmagn birikdiriliib iki ¢iftlik alessiva tasarruf olunub iki eskiin vireler deyu
defter-i cedide kayd olundi.”

The above expression suggests that the farms which were small in size were
added to an other and cultivated by two yayas. Hence they were to supply two
campaigners to the state.

Consequently, both registers indicate the state’s efforts to complete the unit.
Considering that the quintessence of the ocak were the yayas and the yamaks, the
main aim of the state was probably to maintain the unity of the ocak so that they
could provide the sufficient campaigners to the state.

The yayas who did not join the campaigns for three times were even
punished with the death penalty by the kadis. The ones who used to escape from the
campaign service were punished by cutting off their ears or curling their noses.”

In conclusion, it can be inferred that the yayas who were originally the
Turcomans were organized under a particular system called the ocak where they
either served as the peasants or the soldiers. It can be inferred that the peasants were

specialized as the active campaigners.

% Tapu Tahrir 278, Varak 37
" ibid
% M.Arif ed.,pp.48-49 (Siydset-i Piyddegdn)(... Sefere varmiyan yayamn yasagi kuddt marifetiyle teftis olunub
sol yayaki sefere geldikden sonra hidmeti tamam olmadin destursuz (kagub gitmis) ola veyahud sefere gideriken
doniib (kagub) gide ve bunun gibi isi ddet idiib bir iki (iig) defa itmis ola ani salbedeler...Ve sol yaya...bunu gibi
is (miiteaddid vaki’olub) ddet edinmis olmiya anun gibilerin dahi kadi marifetiyle kimin burnunu yirib ve kiminin
kulagin keseler...)
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The organization of such peasant troops into a special militia had its early
examples in the Byzantine state. The ocak system shared certain similarities with the
Byzantine organization of the stratiotes. Moreover the system also shared certain
similarities with the organization of the voynuks” who were a group of soldiery
preexisting in the Balkans before the Ottoman conquest of the area.

A close examination of the Byzantine stratiotes and the voynuks with the
yvayas would probably reveal to what extent the organization is original to the

Ottomans or adopted from the above mentioned institutions.

The Ottoman system of the Ocak and the Byzantine system of the

Stratiotes

There existed a certain group within the Byzantine state who were
called as the stratiotes, a word of which literally means the ‘soldiers’. The stratiotes
were distinguished from the rest of the soldiery namely from the ‘mercenary’ and
the ‘pronoiai soldier’ by the fact that they were the ‘peasant soldiers’ who were
granted land in compensation for their military service to the state.'”” Thus they
were named the stratiotes or the ‘smallholding soldiers’ since they were either
farming or performing military service.

The stratiotes as a seperate group within the Byzantine society made

their first appearance by the tenth century.'®!

% Halil Halil inalcik, “Stefan Dusan ‘dan Osmanli Imparatorluguna XV.Asirda Rumeli’de Hiristiyan Sipahiler
ve Menseleri”, Osmanli Imparatorlugu Toplum ve Ekonomi, Istanbul : Eren Yay., 1996,p.101
1% Marc C.Bartusis, “On the Problem of Smallholding Soldiers in Late Byzantium”, Dumbarton Oaks Papers,44
(1990) , p.1
"%l p. Moutavtchiev, “Organisation Militaire et fiefs militaires dans I’empire Byzantin”, Revue de I’Academie
Bulgare des Sciences” , XXXVII classe d’histoire XV, Sofia (1923) ,p.5-10 He further stated that there did not
exist any information about them in the ninth century records.
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They were mentioned in the tenth-century codes as a particular group who
were granted land in return for a certain military work.

Similary the yayas who had lost their hassa status were specialized
into a certain militia under a system called the ocak where they engaged in
agriculture on the land granted to them and in return performed military service to
the state. Thus Candarli Halil would probably had a model which was previously
applied by the Byzantine state.

The ordinary citizens of the Byzantine state (the peasants) would
become the member of the military class upon holding certain lands on the
condition of military service .'” Similarly the yayas who were originally the
peasants could become the member of the military class in return for the military
vocation to the state.

Regarding the origins of the stratiotes, it was suggested that none of them
were of Greek origin but of several nations gathered among the various tribes either
in the Balkans or Anatolia.'” They were chosen among the ‘free peasants’.
Similarly the first yayas were also gathered from the various tribes of Anatolia who
were either the settled peasants or the nomads and were employed as the soldiers.

So the essential theme is identical. In both cases we have the specialization of
the peasantry into a certain militia.

On the other hand Moutavtchiev mentions certain considerable
accounts regarding the stratiotes of the fourteeth-century Byzantine state. He states

that the Kumans who fled from the Tatar invasion was granted land by Vatatzes so

12 Moutavtchiev,pp.5-12
' Ibid,pp.75-92
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that they were settled as the so called peasants and enlisted to the Byzantine army.
They were later specialized as the stratiotes.”*

Moreover Andronicus II and Paleolog V granted land to the people
who had lost their land on the condition of military vocation as a result of the
Turkish invasion on the onset of the fourteenth century.'®

Thus it can be assumed the that the organization of certain peasants
and such people who had lost their land late in the fourteenth century either as the
soldiers proved to be obligatory probably upon the Turkish invasion of the

Byzantine territory.

The Land of the stratiotes

The state-owned land was granted upon the order of the emporer to
the stratiotes. It was actually a piece of ‘farm’ that was indeed granted to them.'*
Each grant consisted of land suitable for farming. Thus the stratiotes were to engage
in agriculture in their farms until they were called up for the campaigns, as in the
case of the yayas. The stratiotes were expected to provide their own equipment like
the horses and arms. It is noteworthy that some of the stratiots were not infantry but
cavalry like miisellems who were the mounted troops of yaya origin.

The dimensions of the land was suitable enough to compensate the
necessary provisions of the stratiotes. As in the case of the yayas , the stratiotes was

not to sell, bestow it to someone and expropriate the land or change its dimensions.

1% Moutavtchiev, pp.5-12
195 ibid, pp.5-12
1% ibid, pp.5-12
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They had only to usufruct it. The land and the liability of the military service
was considered inseparable.'”” Thus the land could be inherited with its liability to
the relatives of the stratiotes. The eldest son had the right to hold the land in the first
place.Similary the land of a deceased yaya was inhereted by his relatives, initially by
his sons.

A stratiotes had to join the campaign personally. However, they could sent a
detupy bedel tutma, like the yayas, early in the tenth century but they were not
allowed in the further stages.'®®

So it is apparent there existed certain similarities in terms of the land

possession of the yayas and the stratiotes.

The Taxes of the stratiotes

The stratiots were obliged to pay the taxes which the ordinary citizens
of the Byzantine state was paying. In the book of Taktika of Emperor Leo it was
stated that the stratiotes were obliged to pay all the state taxes and the bdd-1 hevad.'™
Their military vocation only exempted them from certain responsibilities to the state
like certain rear services. However, the yayas were exempted from the taxes which
the ordinary reaya had to pay and in the further stages, the most burdensome tax, the
avariz.

Thus they were diffirientiated from the stratiotes. This can be regared

as the Ottoman policy of releving its subjects from the heavy taxes who performed

military service to its army.

1% Moutavtchiev, pp.13-19
1% ibid pp. 61-75
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On the other hand the state rewarded the stratiotes by increasing the
dimensions of their land.The pretenders who tried to take them to their own sides
would be giving certain gifts to them in order to indicate their favors.

In conclusion, though we do not have any detailed information regarding the
organization of the stratiotes the essential theme is identical to the Ottoman yayas.

In both cases the state establishes a system where certain troops subsistd
themselves without being inconvenienced for itself. Having been granted land ,
they were required to perform military service to the state. Thus the state had
supplied the necessary manpower for itself recruited whenever there was a need.

However, it cannot be absolutely assumed that the Ottomans had directly
adopted the system into their own organization. Though the main theme proved to
be common, it is apparent that the Ottomans had applied certain changes in the
system according to their own policy .So it can be concluded that it was the idea that
was transferred from the Byzantine stratiotes but the Ottomans updated the system
according to their own policy.

There existed an other group of soldiery apart from the stratiotes in the
Byzantine state who were called as the Thelematarioi sharing certain similarities
with the yayas. '’ They were made ‘smallholding soldiers’ by Michael VIII (1259-
1282) immidiately after the reconquest of Constantinople. They were thought to be
established because of the economic necessities. Thus they served as the middleman
between the Nikean and Latin territories.

The thelematarioi were known as the free farmers who were granted land
on a hereditary basis on the obligation of military service . They were described as

being mostly the foot troops and were holding lands which were relatively small.

' Moutavtchiev, pp.61-75
"% Bartisus,pp.13-15 (Pacimeres, Bonn ed.I, pp.110-120, Failler ed. I, pp.1,157)
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On the other hand the thelematarioi also appeared as the family name within
the documents. A certain thelematarioi appeared to be inheriting a certain land for
two generations''".

Thus, it is hard to infer whether the thelematarioi existed as a distinctive
group who served military vocation to the Byzantine state in compensation for a
certain land or a particular family who served as a buffer between the Byzantine and
Latin interface.

Moreover, there existed an other group of peasant soldiers called as the
choritai which came to mean the ‘warrior’who lived in the villages nearby the
borders of iznik.''> They were described as the peasants who engaged in agriculture
in their villages and participated in the campaigns under Michael VIII. However,
they were not the ordinary peasants but a well-organized militia. Pacymeres
described them as being the brave warriors who could overcome the Turks.'"

Consequently the examples of the peasant soldiers could be found within

the Byzantine state which standed as a model for the Ottomans.

The Yayas and the Voynuks

On the other hand the ocak system also shared certain similarities with the
organization of the voynuks who were a group of soldiery preexisting in the Balkans

(Serbia and Macedonia) before the Ottoman conquests.

" Bartisus, p.15
"2 Jacques Lefot, “13.Yiizyilda Bitinya”, Osmanli Beyligi, (ed.E.Zachariadou), istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yay.,
2000, p.112
'3 Georges Pacymeres, Relations Historiques I, Livres I-1V, Paris : 1984, p.276
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The voynuks were determined as being the former nobleman, kadimi
sipahi holding bastinas in S.Dushan’s empire.'"* They appeared as the auxiliary
troops who were mostly employed in the service of istabl-i ‘amire, the general
name given to the barn of the palace and they were responsible of supplying
eskiinciis for the campaigners.

The existence of the voynuks in the Ottoman records traced back to
the age of Murad II. They were mentioned as a group who were participating the
campaigns alternately in the sancak of Arvanid.'”

The organization of the voynuks shared certain similarities with that of
the yayas.For one thing, the voynuks were holding bastinas which were similar to
the miisellem giftliksl 6 The term of bastina is defined in the kanunndme of Ali
Cavus''” as a piece of ground, that is a ¢iftlik where the voynuks cultivated it without
the obligation of paying the riisim-i orfiyye, avariz-1 divaniye and the taxes which
the Christian reaya had to pay , namely the harac and ispenge. The voynuks had
been enjoying certain exemptions and a certain piece of land land in return for their
military service like the yayas and the miisellems.So the above definition of the

bastina indicates how its connotation had changed by the Ottomans.

" Inalcik, “Stefan Dusan”, pp.96-.98 Bastina can be regarded as the counterpart of the Ottoman temlik.
However, the term also connoted to the land of the voynuks in Bosnia.
"5 Halil inalcik. H.835 Tarihli Siiret-i Defter-i Sancak-1 Arvanid, Ankara : Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yay., 1987,
p-168 “Karye-i Giracice, igindeki voynuklar tasarrufundadyr, kadimilerdir, dort kardastir, yilda birisi nobetce
eserler deyu ellerinde Sultanimiz berati vardr”
"% Inalcik, “Stefan Dusan”, p.101
"7 ibid, p.99
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The voynuks were organized under a unit called the gonder similar to
the ocak of the yayas.'"® where out of three, one of them participated the campaigns
alternately.'"’

The expression in the kanunndme indicates that the voynuks were
organized on the same manner with the yayas. Though they were actually the non-
muslim troops they enjoyed same immunities like the muslim auxiliary troops.

The voynuks also had their own commanders namely the lagator or the
primkiir who were under the control of the ¢eri-basis. Their status was considered as
the status of the yayabasis. The lagators were also holding timars'?’. They
participated the campaigns by commanding the voynuks. '*'

Consequently, the terms of the bastina and the lagator clearly
indicates that such an organization was preexisting before the Ottomans’ adopted
them to their own system with some changes.'**

In conclusion, it is apparent that Ottomans had discovered either the
organization of the stratiotes or the organization of the voynuks upon crossing the
Balkans in the 1360s. It can be inferred that various parts of the either organization
were adopted by the Ottomans and that the ocak system can be regarded as an
example of how Byzantine and Serbian institutions were assimilated into the

Ottoman administration after being adopted to the Ottoman policy.

"8 Yavuz Ercan, Osmanli Imparatorlugunda Bulgarlar ve Voynuklar, Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yay., 1989,

19 Galab Galabov, Osmanisch-Tiirkische Quellen Zur Bulgarischen Geschichte, Heft 111, Sofia: 1943, p.20
(...cebelii voynuklarin dort neferi bir génder olub yilda biri benevbet esiib ellerinde olan bastinalart ile 1stabl-i
‘amireye hidmet iderler haracdan ve ispengeden ve ‘sr-i ser’i ve riistim-u ‘Orfiden ve tekdlif-i divaniyeden ve
yiiz re’s koyunlart ‘adet-i agnamdan mu’aflardwr Ve'lhasil ‘avariz-i divaniyeden bilkiilliye mu’af ve
miisellemlerdir...)

120 fnalcik, “Stefan Dusan”, p.102

12! Galabov, p.20 (... Voynuklarin lagatorlari ve piriimkiirleri varub sa’ir voynuklar mu’af olduklar: gibi mu’af
olub yilda biri voynukla esiib 1stabl-1 ‘amireye hidmet iderler...)

"2 Inalcik, “Stefan Dusan”, p.101
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CHAPTER II

THE MUSELLEM CORPS

The term of miisellem which derives from the arabic root of se/m is a
word used for one who enjoys exemption. Hence the name of muiisellem is attributed
to a specific group who had an exempted status within the Ottoman society.

The term indicates a certain group within the Ottoman society who
were exempted from some of the taxes that is, the taxes which the ordinary reaya
had to pay, raiyyet riisimu and certain services, kulluk in return for various services,
mainly the military service for the state but enjoyed full exemption of the
extraordinary tax, ‘avdriz-i divdniyye'”. Hence their status is indicated in the
kanunndmes with the statement of mudf ve miisellem.

On the other hand it refers to those soldiers who were exempted from
certain taxation in return for their military service and organized under the system
of the ocak as the counterparts of the yayas.'**

So on the one hand miisellem is a general title indicating the status of
certain groups who enjoyed exemption from certain taxation in return for their
service to the state, muaf ve miisellem, on the other it is the name of a particular

institution.

' [nalcik,pp.52-53
124 pakalin, Cilt I, p.627
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The following examples are noteworthy in order to indicate the two
usages of the term.The existence of the statement of mudf ve miisellem indicating
ones’ exempted status was determined as early as in the chronicle of Asiki.'” It is
suggested that the state in order to reconstruct the deserted land exempted the
peasants of a certain village from the extraordinary tax. Moreover the indication in
the kanunname of the sancak of Silistre of the age of Siileyman II, it was stated that
in return for the guardiance of the mountain passes, derbendcilik a certain group was
exempted from the extraordinary tax.'*®

On the other hand certain yayas were organized as the ‘mounted
troops” who enjoyed exemption in return for the maintenance of the horses to the
state. They were named as the miisellems who were organized under a specific
institution under the ocak system apart from the yayas. The following kanunname of
Gelibolu dated 1518'%" clarifies either the origins or the status of the miisellems
thoroughly :

...Nevahi-i mezkirede olan miisellem tayifesi atlart ve tonlari ve yat ve
yvaraklari ile hizmet ederler...Ve miisellem olanlar atlari ile hidmet itdiikleri
mukabelesinde yayadan fark olunub tereke virmezler...Ve dutduklar: ciftliklerde
vaya ve miisellem c¢iftligi fark olunmaz. Olan miisellemdn asilda piyade olub
kadimden ellerinde olan ¢iftlikleri ile ciimlesi sonradan miisellem olmusdir.
Piyadegandan hidmete yarar olub ata ve tona kadir olanlart mutasarrif olduklar

ciftlikleri ile miisellem olmak dahi kadimi kanunlaridir...

125 Atsiz, p.171( ...Bu Ergene képrisiniin yeri evvel ormanhg idi. Camur ve ¢okel idi. Ve haramilar duragiyidi...
Sultan Murad Han Gazi hazine ve meblaglar harc etdi. Ol ormanlartkirdurdi. Pak etdiirdi... Ciftlik yerleri verdi.
Ol sehriin halkini cem’i ‘avarizdan mu’af ve miisellem etdi...)
126 3. L.Barkan. “XV ve XVI mnc1 Asirlarda Osmanh imparatorlugunda Zirai ve Ekonominin Hukuki ve Mali
Esaslar1 Kanunlar”, 1.Cilt, Istanbul : 1943 | p.276( ...Ve muhafazat-1 derbend idenler defterde kaydolundug iizere
vireler tebdil olunmayub ‘avdriz-1 divaniye den mu’df ve miisellem olalar...)
2" Barkan, p.241 Gelibolu Miisellem ve Piyadelerine Mahsus Kanun (LXVII)
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As indicated by the kanunndame the miisellems were originally a group
of yaya. A certain group among the yayas who were mighty of hourses and
equipment were registered as the miisellems with the farms they were already
holding. Since they appeared to be performing their services as the mounted troops
they diffirientiated from the yayas.

Moreover, Idris Bitlisi (?-1521) in his Hest Bihist presents certain
information regarding the origins of the miisellems'**. Bitlisi indicates that when the
yayas were no more performing their military services some of them were registered
as the miisellem siivari , that is , the ‘exempted cavalryman’. So it is apparent that
the miisellems were a group of yaya who enjoyed exemption since they maintain
horses.There were also certain cases where the term was used in place of the
yayas."”

Regarding that the oldest miisellem register is dated H.879 (1474
Gelibolu) it can be assumed that they were first organized in Rumelia.The existence
of the miisellem corps was determined as early as in a vakf register of a zdviye in
Gelibolu in the age of Murad I1."*° It is noteworthy that the miisellems were already
holding certain farms in the age of Mehmed II.

So it can be inferred that the miisellems as a ‘seperate institution’

could be established as early as in the age of Murad II initially in Rumelia.

128 Mustafa Akdag. Tiirkiye nin Iktisadi ve Ictimai Tarihi, Cilt 1, Istanbul : 1977 , pp.412-413.( ...evvelce
miisellemlik olmayip , yayalar muhariplikten diiserlerken , bir kismina miisellem siivari kaydiyla timarlar
verildi...)

12 Feridun Emecan. XVI.Asirda Manisa Kazasi , Ankara : TTK Yay. , 1989 , p.143 Emecan in his analysis of the
yayas of Saruhan mentions that miisellem was used synomous to the yaya in the sancak of Saruhan in the
sixteenth century.

130 M. Tayyib Gokbilgin. XV-XVI.Asirlarda Edirne ve Pasa Livés: Vakiflar-Miilkler-Mukataalar, istanbul : 1952,
p-234 (...¢iftlik-i miisellem Eydin(?) der kurb-i Migalkara der karye-i Kése Yusuf mezkur yer aslinda miisellem
Yakub oglu miisellem ‘Ali yeri dimekle meshurdur....... yilinda merhum magfur Sultan Mehmed Han zamaninda
Ahmed Beye hibe ve temlik olunub miilkname sadaka olunmus...)
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It can be assumed that the miisellems were organized first in Rumelia and the state

used them as its source of manpower and colonization process in Rumelia.

The Organization of the Corps

The miisellems were also organized under the ocak system. Some of them
were distinguished as the campaigners, eskiinci who went on the campaign
alternately and the rest were the assistants, yamaks responsible of the maintenance
of the eskincis.

As suggested by the kanunndme the assistants were compelled to give 50
ak¢as to the campaigners.”' Therefore they were also named as the elliciler, the
‘fifties’ (See the firman below) The 50 ak¢as were regarded as the counterpart of the
extraordinary tax paid by the ordinary reaya. Thus the corps supported one an other
without being inconvenienced for the treasury.Moreover, the treasury compensate its
avariz expenses by obliging it to the yamatk.

According to the kanunndme of Siileyman I1'**

the miisellems were given a
piece of land where they were not supposed to pay the tithe and the taxes from the
corn grown in it to the teasury. Moreover any interference to their sheeps and its
tax, agnam resmi was absolutely forbidden. The miisellem was not to sell and rent
the piece of land he was cultivating.

The piece of land where certain farms were located within was granted as a

fief to the head of the miisellems.The head of the miisellems within the ocak were the

ceribagis or alaybeyis.

BUMLArif ed.,p.43 (...Ve miisellem eskiinciilerine bazi yamaklarindan elliser ak¢a har¢lhk vaz’ olunmus...)
B2 ML.Arif ed.,p.45 (...Ve (bir) ocakda miisellemin kaniin-i kadim iizerine birer ¢ifilik yerleri vardir ol ¢iftlikde
vaki’ olan gallatdan ve bagdan ve bagceden ve degirmenden kimseye ‘Osr ve riisium virmez. Ve ol yer satulmak
ve tapuya virilmek cd’iz degildir ve koyunlari ‘adetine ve baki riisiimlarina kimesne dahl itmez...)
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However, certain miisellem sancak beyis were appointed in time peculiar to
them.'** The hassa of the alaybeyi was granted to the sancak beyi himself.
So the hiyerarchy becomes as, the miisellems and their yamaks were under the
command of their ¢eribasis and the ¢eribasis were under the command of the sancak
beyi namely the miisellem sancak beyi. The miisellem sancak beyi was mainly
responsible of the unity of the ocak on the same manner with the yaya sancak beyi.

The ¢eribasis also get fiefs like the yayabagis as the status of serbest timars
which meant that the timariot cavalryman could not interfere the village. So it is
apparent that a miisellem ocak enjoyed an autonomous status within the land he was
holding.

1% it was indicated that the

Moreover in the kanunname dated 153
obligation of giving 50 ak¢es was obligetory for every year in the reign of Mehmed
IT whether there was a campaign or not however since there occured a dispute
between the miisellems and their yamaks Bayezid II make it obligetory only for the
years of campaign.

3 the sons of the decessed

As suggested by an undated kanunndme'
miisellems who were combatant in nature were registered as the miisellems unless
they were registed as the ordinary reaya.

So it can be inferred that though the relatinoship between the members

within an ocak was considered as hereditary , it was indeed on the condition of ones

133 M. Arif ed.,p.45 (...ve miisellemin bdd-i hevdsin alaybeyi ve geribagilart bitariki’l mundsafa tasarruf
iderlerimis simdiki halde miiselleme miistakill sancak beyi nasb olunub alaybeyi hassasin sancak beyi tasarruf
ider...)
13 Barkan,p.259 (LXXV) Kanunname-i Eskinciyan-1 Miiselleman(...merhum sultan Mehmed han aleyh-ir-
rahmetii velgufran zamaninda Mahmud Paganin vezareti eyyaminda sefer olsun olmasun miisellem eskincileri
yamaklarindan elliser ak¢a har¢lik her yiul alurlar imis. Ba 'dehu merhum Sultan Bayezid han tdbeserah
zamamnda egkiinciilerle yamaklar arasinda miinaza’a oldugu ecilden yamaklardan elliser ak¢eyi sefer olmiyicak
alimmayub sefer oliycak alina diyii emrolunmis haliya girii ol vegh tizere sefer olmayicak alinmayub sefer
olycak alinmak mukarrer kilind...)
135 Barkan,p.129 Bozok Kanunndmesi (... Ve bir miisellem fevt olsa miite’addid ogullar: kalsa darbe harbe kadir
olan oglu yerine miisellem olub sefere eser darbe harbe kadir olmayan sayir reaya silkinde miinselik olur..)
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military capability. So the expression in the kanunndme thoroughly indicates the aim
of the organization. It implies that the aim of the institution is to supply able
combatants to the army.

The miisellems appeared as the auxiliary troops as the counterparts of the
yayas by the sixteenth century.The number of miisellems within the provinces of
Anatolia and Rumelia in 1530 numbered 19010 where 3018 of them were the active
campaigners and the 15922 the yamaks to them'*°.

The following order dated 1574"7 can be regarded as an example indicating

what kind of services the miisellems were responsible with as the auxiliary troops :

Kiitahya miisellimlerinin Ayasofya tamirine tayin olduklarina dair.

Kiitahya miisellimleri begine hiikiim ki Sancagin miisellimlerinin ellicileri ile bir
nobetliisii ki sekiz yiiz yirmi bir neferdir senei dtiyede ihrac olunmamak tizre hala
Istanbul’da Ayasofya meremmet hidmetine tayin olunub simdiden ihrac olunub
getiiriilmesin emir idiib buyurdum ki varicak te’hir etmeyiib sancagin
miisellimlerinin ellicileri ile bir nébetliisiin senei dtiyede ihrac olunmamak tizre hald
adet ve kanun tizre altisar aylik zad ii zevadeleri ve ¢eri basilari ile ihrac idiib

mahalli me ' murda hidmete miibdseret eyleyesin...Fi selhi saban 982

As the firman suggested the ellicis, the assistants together with the ones on-
duty nobetliler were employed in the service of the construction of Ayasofya under
their ¢ceribasis. So it is apparent that not only the ones who were on-duty but also the
assistants were ordered to be in the presence of the mentioned service with their

ceribasis.

136 Bagbakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigii,Osmanli Arsivi Daire Bagkanligi Yay no.13, 438 Numaralt
Mubhasebe-i Vilayet-i Anadolu Defteri (937/1530) I, p.6
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It is also noteworthy that they had their own provisions zad ii zevaidleri
sufficient to subsist themselves for a six month period.The miisellems were mostly
employed in such rear services together with the yayas'**.Both corps were probably
dissatisfied with their new condition so that they were unwilling to perform their
services. Thus the state found the solution in abolishing the yaya and miisellem

institution in 1582.(See the firman in p.62)

137 Refik, pp.23-24
¥ The dissolution of the miisellems will be discussed in Chapter IV.
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CHAPTER III

THE PERIOD OF IMPORTANCE OF THE YAYA CORPS IN THE

OTTOMAN ARMY : Y4YAS AS WARRIORS

The military role of the yaya corps has been overshadowed since the
establishment of the janissary garisons. However, though they were no longer the
hassa soldiery of the sovereign, they continued to act as the active combatants in the
fourteenth century, especially in the campaigns of Murad I and Bayezid 1.

However, their role as the active combatants had changed by the mid-
fifteenth century.They were then recruited only for the major campaigns as the
active combatants in times of nefir-i ‘am. Thus they appeared as the so called
‘emergency troops’, especially in the battle of Varna and in the battle with Uzun
Hasan.

As suggested by the chronicles and certain miihimme registers the yayas
appeared to be employed in the rear services by the mid-fifteenth century
performing heavy logistic services to the regular army, like the construction of the
passages so that the regular army could better exceed.

The reason of the change in the status of the corps could be searched within
the policy to form a fully centralist administration with an army made of the kuls of
the sultan in the age of Mehmed II. Hence their role as the active combatants was
transferred to the janissaries. Thus the yayas were relegated to rear services as the
auxiliary troops.

Regarding the fact that they were conscripted as the active combatants for the major

campaigns in time, it would be troublesome for them either to perform active
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military service or to perform rear services by the second half of the fifteenth
century.

Moreover regarding that they were also engaging in agriculture in their own
land in order to subsist themselves , it would be troublesome for them to carry out
all the work. Therefore they abandoned their farms and ran away. A conscription
order from 1540" clearly describes the condition of the corps in the second half of
the sixteenth century. The order indicated that the yayas and the miisellems were to
be inspected explicitly and their condition to be determined in the registers in detail
because many ocaks had vanished. Thus, although the state made a great effort to
continue the organization, the solution to the problem of the vanishing ocaks was
found in the abolishment of the organization in 1582.

Thus a thorough examination of the chronicles and certain miihimme
registers will reveal the roles and services yayas performed in the military
operations by the end of the fifteenth century.

On the other hand the yayas appeared to be fighting together with the azebs
in most of the campaigns.As the chronicles suggested the yayas were replaced by
the azebs who were in essence light footman and the janissaries by the age of
Mehmed II.Though their organization was different , the yayas shared certain
similarities with the azebs and the cerehors, who were an other group of auxiliary
troops of Christian origin. They were all assessed within the system of the avdriz by
the second half of the fifteenth century.

So the examination of the azebs and cerehors together with the yayas would

probably reveal the condition of the auxiliary troops within the Ottoman army.

13 Mehdi ilhan. “1540°da Miisellem ve Yaya Ocaklarma Yazilma”, Prof.Dr.Serafettin Turan Armagani,Elazig:
1996, pp.91-103 ilhan rectifies the original text which was published by Gy.Kaldy-Nagy in 1976, “The
Conscription of Miisellem and Yaya Corps in 1540”,Hungaro-Turcica: Studies in honour of Julius Nemeth,
Budapest: Lorand E6tvos University, 1976 : 275-281
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The yaya corps in the 14™ Century

The ages of Murad I and Bayezid |

Serving as the hassa soldiery of Orhan Gazi, the status of the yaya corps had
changed in the reign of Murad I (1362-1389). Their hassa status was replaced by a
group of new soldiery called the ‘janissaries’, yeni-ceriler , after the conquest of
Edirne (1361).

According to the organization which found its basis on the old Islamic
tradition of the guldm system one fifth of the prisoners- of-war were taken as the
captives and upon the suggestion of Candarli Kara Halil they were experienced a

140

lengthy training by the Turks . Then those who proved to be well-trained were

brought to the Porte and garmented with ‘white caps’'*!

as the symbol of their
hassa status. Thus they were named as the janissaries and became the /assa soldiery
of the sovereign.

According to the Kavdnin-i Yeniceriydn written in the age of Ahmed I
(1603-1617) the establishment of the janissaries can be traced back to the time of
Siileyman I upon the conquests in Rumelia'**. This suggests that as the Ottoman
territory expanded the need for a regular and standing army in the Porte became
essential.

It is also noteworthy that the Ottomans would have probably felt the need to
establish a new military organization after the conquests of big cities like Bursa and

Edirne, which later to become their capitals, in order to maintain their military

strength in the newly conquered area.

10 Atsiz, p.128
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ibid (... Andan kapuya getiirdiler. Ak bork geydiirdiler. Adn ezel ¢eri iken Yenigeri kodilar...)
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The establishment of the yaya corps had probably taken place after the conquest of
Bursa and the establishment of the janissary garisons had taken place after the
conquest of Edirne.

Moreover, regarding that the yayas were not in essence professional troops
and only recruited when a campaign was ordered , the establishment of a standing
army in the Porte was inevitable. So the yayas were reorganized among the
auxiliary troops within the provincial soldiery.

However , the corps continued to act as the active combatants in the major
campaigns of the age. The accounts of Nesri suggests that, the yayas under the
command of their yayabasis occupied the essential role within the soldiery of Murad
I in the battle field.

In the campaign against Karamanoglu in 1387 the yayas were standing ahead
of the army under their yayabasis of Saruca Pasa , Inceciik Balaban , Torica
Balaban and ilyas Beg'*. The account suggests that the sultan took his position in
the center of the battle field with his havdss, that is, the janissaries and the yayabasts
were placed on the left and right wings, thus they constituted the typical battle
formation of the Ottoman army ; forming a crescent which allowed them to encircle
the enemy in the initial stage.

Regarding that the yayas were in essence light footman they could easily and
rapidly encircle the enemy. So the preliminary role of the yayas in the military
operations by standing ahead of the army suggests that the Ottomans had utilized

from the swiftness of light cavalry in a wise manner.

"2 Miicteba ilgiirel. “Yenigeriler”, Islam Ansiklopedisi Vol.13 , p.386( ...yeniceri yoldaslarin mukaddema kifir
evlddindan cem’ olunmasi tatih-i Bolayiwr Siileyman zamaninda vaki’ olmustur...)

3 Nesri I, p.224-226 (...Murad Han Gazi dahi kendii havassiyle kalbe turub yayay: éniine , atluyt giriiye
kodh...Yayabasilar: Saruca Pasa ve Inceciik Balaban ve Torica Balaban ve Ilyas Beg ve Miistecab subagi,bunlart
ciimle saga sola kodi...) Regarding that Nesri had used a certain gazavatname for this particular campaign the
account is to be regarded authentic.
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However, one might overshadow the role of the yaya corps in the Ottoman
army upon considering their location in the battle field.

Regarding that they were standing in front of the either wings , one can assume that
the Ottoman army might have disregarded the corps by placing them ahead of the
army.

It is apparent that the yayabasis personally participated in the campaigns by
commanding their yayas. Saruca Pasa, who was known as the yayabasi of Rumili'**
was among the major commanders of Murad I and Yildirim Bayezid. Regarding that
either Saruca Paga or his son Umur Beg were attributed with the title of iftihdr iil-

3 it can be inferred that the

miicéhidin and seref iil-guzzdt in their vakfiyyes'
vayabagsis have been attributed with the title of the ‘gazi’ and occupied the
quintessence of the Ottoman army in the age of Murad I and Bayezid 1.

The accounts also suggest that the yaya-basis were responsible of the
organization of the troops and participated in the campaigns in the fore hand.When
Murad I was informed that Sehir-kdy would be captured by Yundoglu Dimitri, he
informed Saruca Pasa about the situation and Saruca Paga was seen participating in
the capture of Sehir-K&y with his great amounth of troops.'*®

The yayabagsis were also in the presence of the sultan in his campaign to

147
8.

Bulgaria in 138 Moreover,when the fekfur of Kos-Ova did not subdue the

sultan, Murad I ordered Pazarlu-Togan Beg to capture Kos-Ova.'*®

144 Nesri I, p.243 (... Rum-Iliniin yay_abayst Ulu Beg subasgt ki Saruca Pasa dimekle ma rufdur...)
3 nalcik , Arvanid Defteri , p.X VI Inalcik states that Saruca Pasa could have been a frontier bey,uc beyi in

Rumeli.

146 Nesri I, p.263 (... Padisah isidiib , Yahsi Bege, Eyne Bey subasiya ve Saruca Pasaya on bir er kosub Sehir-
kéyiine génderdi...)

" Nesri I, p.242-243(...Rumilinden lesker cem’ olinca karar tutd:... Andan Temurtas ogl Yahsi Beg ve
Rumiliniin yayabagist Ulu Beg subasiki Saruca Pasa dimekle ma riifdur ve Kara Mukbil ve Pazarlu Togan ve
Inceciik Balaban ki yayabasidur...)

8 Nesri I ,p.255 (... Pasa dahi Pazarh-Togan Beg’i bin kigiyle viribiyiib,eytdi: "var, Kos-ovayt urub,yik,yak ve
garet idiib, ‘avretin,oglanin esir eyle ’didi. Ve Pazarli-Togan dahi geliib,Kos-ovayr vurub ‘avretin ve oglanin esir

itdi...)
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It is suggested by Oruc Bey that , Murad I had gathered 10.000 yayas from
the province of Anatolia and 10.000 azebs from Rumelia and marched to the plain of
Kosova.'* Then in the plain of Kosova the yayabasis took their positions on either
the wings as usual. '>°

In Bayezid’s clash with Timur the yaya-basis of Saruca and Balaban were
also appeared in participating the battle of Ankara. (1402)"'

What can be inferred from the accounts is that, the yaya corps appeared as
the active combatants in the fourteenth century whose participation contributed to
the success of the campaigns so that the Ottomans could well establish themselves in
Rumelia.

Moreover, the appearence of the yaya corps as the active warriors in the
fourteenth century suggests that the establishment of a new regular salaried army in
the Porte by Murad I and the attempts of Bayezid I in order to reinforce a centralist

administation had not yet been fully adopted. The yaya corps still appeared as

performing an essential role having been part of the regular army.

' Oruc Bey , p.20 (... Murad Han Gazi dahi her tarafa nameler perdkende itdi ceriler cem’ itdi Anadolu ve
Rum ili gazilerden cem’ idiib Anadoludan on bin yaya ve Rumilinden on bin ‘azeb hazuwr idiib ve yirmi bin
mikdart akinci elli altmis bin ddem cem’ idiib Kos ovaya varub ¢ikdu...)

0 Nesri I, p.291 (... Saruca Pasa ki yayabasidur,anunla meyserede turdilar ve ‘azab agasi Kurd meymenede
turdi ve Inceciik Balabanla Tovuca Balaban ve Sirf Hamza bunlar dahi saga ve sola durdilar...)

! Nizamiiddin Sami , Zaferndme , (trans.Necati Lugal) , Ankara : Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yay. , 1949 , p.305

62



The yaya Corps in the 15" Century

The age of Murad 11

In the first quarter of the fifteenth century which was defined as the period of
interregnum( 1403-1413) the yayas sided with the pretenders opposed to the central
government. Considering that the yayas have no longer been the hassa soldiery
their reaction to the central authority can be regarded as natural.

In the first years of his reign Murad II had to strive against his brother
Mustafa Celebi. When Mustafa the Celebi had attempted to come to Bursa, the
vizier Haci Ivaz Pasa executed the yaya soldiery and the azabs of Mustafa. This
suggests that Mustafa had a number of yayas with him against his brother Murad II.
So it is likely that the corps were tried to be used as a source of military power by
Mustafa Celebi against the central authority.

Moreover, it was at that time that Mustafa Celebi and his vizier izmiroglu
Ciineyd Bey granted the corps certain privileges in order to reinforce their
faithfulness to Mustafa Celebi.Ciineyd Bey had made the yayas of Rumili exempt
from taxation that is, made them the ‘exempters’, miisellems and introduced an
obligation of giving 50 akcas to the campaigners by the yamaks. '>* The 50 akgas
was the counterpart of the avariz tax paid by the ordinary reaya.

So it can be assumed that first half of the fifteenth century was a kind of
transition period for the corps where their status was reorganized within the avariz

system.

132 Nesri I1, p.556-557(...Andan Izmir oglu Ciineyd Bey vardi.Ani dahi vezir kildi.lzmir oglu tedbiriyle

Rumeli’nin yayasini miisellem kildi. Ba’zint ba zina har¢lik¢t etti.Simdi dahi ¢ceriye giden kisiye elliser akge

har¢hik verirler.Bu ddet Diizme Mustafa’dan kald:...)
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Regarding the new condition of the yayas P.Fodor gives the date as 1421 on
the onset of the reign of Murad II and he considers it as the ‘yaya reform’.'>* Then
on the yamaks were obliged to give 50 akges to the ones going on the campaign,
eskiincii so that in return the state exempted them from paying the extraordinary tax.

The yaya corps appeared as the so called ‘emergency troops’ conscripted in
cases of nefir-i amm by the second half of the reign of Murad II. As suggested by an
anonymous source written in the form of a mendkibndme , Gazavat-1 Sultan Murad
b. Mehemmed Hdn"* when the Sultan declared nefir-i amm for the siege of the
castle of Varna he ordered that all his companions were to be in his presence'™".

What can be inferred from the account is that the yaya-basis began to be
conscripted to participate in the campaigns in the cases of emergency by the second
half of the fifteenth century. Regarding the fact that it was a common practice to call
anyone in cases of nefir-i amm the above expression suggests that the yaya corps
were then on considered as a kind of supportive troops or the so called emergency

troops recruited in cases of emergency.

133 Pal Fodor. “The Way of a Seljuq Institution to Hungary : The Cerehor”,Acta Orientalia Academiae
Scientiarum Hungary Tomus, XXXVIII (3), 1984 : 367-399
1% Halil inalcik and Mevlad Oguz , Gazavit-1 Sultin Murdd b. Mehemmed Hén , Ankara : Tiirk Tarih Kurumu
Yay, 1989,p.57
3 ibid, p.57 (...Amma padisah emr eyledi , ciimle yeniceri ve yaya-basilari ve ‘azablar bi’l-kiilliye karsusuna
geldiklerinde ciimlesinin hatirlarin ele alub ve hayr du’dlar ediib eyitti kim , her gazdda siz benim
yoldaslarimsiniz...)
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The age of Mehmed 11

The yaya corps actually appeared to be employed in the auxiliary services by
age of Mehmed II. Though the corps appeared to be fighting along side the azebs in
most of the campaigns untill the age of Mehmed II, the number and the position of
the azebs in the battle field indicate that they were then replaced by the yayas.The
azebs appeared as active combatants with their red caps'*® where the yayas were
relegated to rear services like the transportation of the cannons in the age of
Mehmed II.

As mentioned by Tursun Beg who was the chronicler of the age of Mehmed
I, the yayas were employed in the hauling of the cannons in the siege of
Constantinople'” Nesti also states that the corps were used to transport the canons e
and to pillage the castle in the siege of Constantinople. '>*

However they appeared as the active combatants when Mehmed II was
fighting against Uzun Hasan in Otlukbeli .As indicated by Kemalpasazade who was
an other chronicler of the age of Mehmed II, the corps were described as the eniik
yayas equipped with arms. The describtion of the Ottoman army in this particular
battle is noteworthy in order to signify the status and the number of the corps:
Rum-ili kigveriniin ‘asker-i zafer-eseri otuz bin vardi, dldt-1 gir-ii-ddarda biriniin
ekstigi yok; Anadolu diyarimun da siivar-1 nizedari lesker-i diigmen-sikdri ol

mikdardi, belki dahi artuk. Miilazim-i dergdh-1 cihdn-pendh olan leskerle sahzadeler

1 fbni Kemal, Tevdrih-i Al-i Osman ,IIV.Defter(Yay.Serafettin Turan), Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yay.,1991,
p.43 (...Geliboli 'da dort yiiz pare kiih-siikiih gesti hazir olub i¢lerine kiirek¢iden gayri yirmi bin piir-saz 1 seleb
‘azab toldi; Akdeniz iin yiizi serasker ‘azabun kizil borkiyle biiriindi...)

"7 Tursun Beg. The History of Mehmed the Conqueror. ( Trans.by Halil inalcik and R.Murphey.) Chicago:1978,
v.38a( ...bu sifatlu toplari yayalara ¢ekdirdi ve giimiis ma’denlerinden iistdd nakkdblar tiz minkar markirdar
kiiliinglerle nige yiiz nefer bile getiirdi...)

8 Nesti , p.691 , (... Ve Edirne de ejderhd-peyker toplar doktiiriip , yayadan ve miisellemden ve ‘azebten ve
sipdhi tayifesinden iisiip , getirip , Istanbul 'un her tarafina kurup , kaleyi dovmege basladilar ...)
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hizmetinde turan ‘asker-i kith-peyker ii sipdh-1 diigmen-kah kirk bin vardi , belki
dahi ¢ok. Ceri ‘adedine[idddina] gelmiyen ceng-eri defterinde anilmayan ¢ogidi,ol
firak-1 miite’addedeye hadd ii ‘aded yogidi, kimi “Orduci”, kimi “Siirgiin”, kimi
“Voynuk” ammad salt atla, yarag u ydtla alaya binen yiiz binden ziyadeydi. Altmig
bin dahi sipahi adina Defter-i Sahi’de yazilmis piyadeydi, on bin yenigeriydi,
aldt-1 zarb u harbi miikemmel ve miiretteb yirmi bin eniik yaya ; otuz bin ‘azab , on
bini Rum-ili’nden yirmi bini Anadolu’dan , ciimlesi dheng-i cenge hazir ve nazir
piir-sdz u seleb ...">

So it was suggested that out of 60.000 soldiery registered in the defters,
20.000 were the yayas. They were called as the eniik, probably an indication of their
lower status. This suggests that though the yayas were described as well equipped
warriors they were no longer the essential troops but regarded as the supportive
forces of secondary importance who were only conscripted as the active combatants
for the major campaigns. Hence the azebs appeared to be fighting in the front line as
the yayas have previously been.'®

It is noteworthy that the number of well-equipped azebs either from Rumelia
or Anatolia (30.000) were more than the number of the yayas.The reason of the
decrease in the number of the yayas as the active combatants could be searched
within the change of their status. Regarding the fact that they were no longer the
hassa soldiery they would probably be unpleased with their new status. Moreover,
either performing military service or engaging in agriculture in order to subsist

themselves would be troublesome for them.

' {bn-i Kemal ,pp.338-339
1 ibni Kemal, pp.348 (... ’azab askeri athnun oniine gegiib feve feve turdi, baslarnda kizil bork derydy-i hiinin
gibi mevc urdi...See also TursunBeg p.114 (100b) (...tertib-i alay u sufiif idiip, 6nine azebin tutup, te kid-i
cendhayn itti...)
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The yaya register of H. 859 Karahisar-1 Sahib which was composed
probably after the conquest of Constantinople in 1454 indicates that the ocaks were
completed by many new yamaks. This suggests that the yayas probably ran away
from their ocaks so that the ocaks were completed by certain new yamaks taken
from other villages.

In conclusion it can be inferred that the military role of the yaya corps had
changed as early as the second half of the fifteenth century. Hence as suggested by
the chronicles the janissaries and the azebs played the essential role as the active

combatants where the yayas were relegated to rear services.

YAYAS and the other Auxiliary Troops (Azebs and Cerehors )

As mentioned earlier the name of the azeb was first mentioned as early as in
the thirteenth century in Enveri’s Diisturndme where they were described as fighting
in their ‘red caps’. However, it is hard to determine whether the azebs of the
thirteenth-century in the principality of Aydinoglu were the predecessors of the
same azebs who later appeared in the Ottoman army initially by the battle of
Kosova in 1389.'%!

However, either in the thirteenth-century records or in the age of Murad I

the azebs appeared as the warriors equipped with arches'®.

"' See note 115
12 Diistirname, p.23 “Yiiriyub anda ‘azebler ¢ekdi saf
Hasm oldi tir-i gazayigiin hedef”
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The archers, tir-enddzlar who fought under their commanders namely the reis were
actually the azebs placed in the right and left wings. Thus the azebs could probably
be the same group of soldiery who first displayed themselves in the historical stage
by the thirteenth century.Both being light infantry the azebs were also mostly placed
ahead of the army in the battle field on the either wings'®®

As argued by P.Fodor the azebs were further enlisted regularly to the
Ottoman army on the onset of the reign of Murad II in 1421, that is, what he calls
after the yaya reform. Therefore it can be assumed that the military role of the yayas
were then gradually replaced by the azebs in 1421 onwards.

However, their organization and the way they were conscripted was quite
different from the yayas.The azebs were conscripted from among the reaya where
every twentieth household was obliged to sent one azep troop to the army and
obliged to give him 300 ak¢as and were thus exempted from paying the avariz
tax'*,

So while on the one hand the state was compensated for its avariz expenses
by passing them on it to the yamaks, as in the case of the yaya corps, on the other

hand, every household was obliged to send one azep troop to the army instead of

paying the avariz tax.

193 Nesri I1, pp. 294-295(...Andan Sultan Murad buyurd ki, bin ok¢i dahi sol kola turd: ki, reisleri

Hamidoglu nin oglu Mustafa Celebi idi. Sag ve sola bu tir-endazlar kodilar...)

1% M. Arif ed.( Azeb iciin ta’yin olunan kanunu beyan ider) p.60 (...Ve hem azeb yazilmak aded-i hdne itibdriyle
olub faraza yirmi hdneye bir azeb diisse ol mahalde ol yirmi aded kimesnenin bir yararin igiin azeblige yazub
baki on dokuzundan ona har¢hk cem’ idiib ol on dokuz kimesneden ne mikdar ak¢a alunmalu (olursa) alub ve
kendu avariz ak¢asin dahi mahsub dutub azeb ¢ikmalu...)p.59( ...Ve yazilicak azeb babinda dahi her yil mahalde
azeb buyuruldukca yoklanub mahalle imami ve kethiidds: marifetiyle idiib ve her birinin kudretin ma’liim idiib
kapudan-1 ak¢adan gayri har¢hk virilecek akgaki (her) azeb icun nihati ii¢ yiiz ak¢adir...)
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Similarly, the cerehors who were in essence Christian merceneries were
assessed within the avariz system. Every ten household were to supply one cerehor
to the campaigns thus were exempted from paying the avariz.'®

In a diploma dated 1447 it was stated that a number of dervishes were
exempted from wulak, suhra, yag, tuz production, cerehor, hisar yapmasi, gerdek
kullugu, that is all the avdriz-1 divéni in return for the cultivation of a certain land.'®
So it is apparent that the cerehor service was considered as a liability within the
avariz system which could be compensated in return for certain service.

An other expression in a vakf register of the age of Murad II is noteworthy
which indicated the exemption of the inhabitants of the vakf from either cerehor or
‘vaya’ service'®” :

Vakf-1t Murad Beg veled-i Malko¢ Beg

Mezkiir Malkog¢ oglu Murad Begin Haskoy tevabiinde Kutluca ve mezkiir kéye tabi’
Osum Beg yerine ve Eskikoy yerine ve Haci Seyh yerine fi’lciimle mezkiirda olanlara
tevki’-i serif verilmis evlada suhrada ve cerehorda salgundan hisar yapmasindan
dogancidan sekbandan konakdan yaya yazmasindan fi’lciimle cem’i avariz tekalif-i
divaniyeden mu’af ve miisellem olalar deyu ...

So it can be inferred that the yaya service was also considered within the
liabilities of the avariz by the age of Murad II.

On the other hand the account of Yazicizade is also noteworthy in order to
indicate the existence of the cerehors as the foot troops in the Seljukid army.

It was mentioned that 5.000 yaya cerehors were enlisted to the Seljukid army in the
age of Alaaddin Keykubat 1(1220-1237). So the enlisting of various infantry can be

regared as a common practice tracing back to the time of the Seljukids.

195p Fodor, p.374
1% ibid,P.374
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In conclusion, it is apparent that the yayas together with the azebs and
cerehors were reorganized within the avdriz system by the second half of the
fifteenth century.

Considering that the essential policy of the state was to supply a number of active
campaigners to the army and to compensate its avdriz expenses, the yayas , azebs
and cerehors can be regarded as the so called instruments which displayed the

policy of the state.

17 Gokbilgin,p.276 70



Chapter IV

The Yayas as the Auxiliary Troops and the Dissolution of the Corps

What can be inferred from the chronicles is that the corps began to be
employed in the rear services by the end of the fifteenth century. Hence they
appeared to perform their services as the auxiliary troops. Their employment in the
rear services must have had a direct impact on the corruption of their organization, a
condition of which led to the dissolution of their institution in 1582. There exists an
intimate relation between the new status of the corps and the reasons of their
dissolution.

However, there were certain cases where they were conscripted as the active

combatants for certain campaigns in time.As stated by Kaldy-Nagy'®®

, though the
corps during the Siileyman’s campaigns did not actually promote the success of the
operations , their assistance in increasing the mass of the advancing troops along
with others not handling the weapons was enough to frighten Western Europe.
However, they were so loosely organized in the campaign to Vienna in 1529 that
their assistance as the active combatants proved to be unsuccessful.'®

So it can be assumed that the corps who were recruited for the campaigns of

the sixteenth- century did nothing more than to increase the number of manpower of

the army.

18 Kaldy-Nagy , p.280

199 ibid
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The loosely organization of the corps in the campaigns suggests that they
were no longer stationed as the organized garrisons under their yayabasis in the
battle field as they had been previously.

Certain miihimme registers of the sixteenth-century indicate the new
condition of the corps in the rear services. The following register dated 1578'7° is
noteworthy in order to indicate the services which the corps were responsible with in

the sixteenth century :

Hamid eli piyadelerinin Istankéy limanimn tatrivine me 'mir olduklarina da’ir
Hamid Ili piyadeleri begine hiikiim ki

Sancagina miiteallik piyddelerin evvelki nébetliisii ki bes yiiz doksan iki neferdir

Is bu sene 987 Nevruz'unda Istankéy’'de liman tatrivi hidmetine emir ediib
buyurdum ki vusul buldukda te’ahhiir etmeyiib sancagina miiteallik olan evvelki
nobetlii piyddeleri vakti ile oligelen adet ve kanun iizere yaya bastlari ve mukdimleri
ve altisar aylik zad ii zevddelerile ihrdac ediib mahalli me’mure getiiriib hidmete

miibageret eyleyesin Fi 12 za 986

The above register indicates that the corps were employed in the cleaning of
the harbor of Istankdy. The ones who were on duty, névbetlii were to be on the
service under their mukdims, commanders and yayabasis as the code had required.
They were also to provide their own provisions, zad ii zevddeleri sufficient to subsist

themselves for a six month period.

170 Refik, p.34
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So staying away from their farms and providing themselves with the
necessary provisions for a long period would probably be burdensome for the yayas.
Considering that the most of the corps were in essence settled peasants it would be
hard for them to be away from their land for a long time.

So the reasons of their dissolution could be located within the hard
conditions they were imposed on them in the rear services for long periods of time.
An other firman dated 1582'"" indicates that the corps were also employed in the
construction services :

Karahisari sahib piyadelerinin Ayasofya camii hareminin tathiri ile binasi ferman
olunan zaviyenin insaat hizmetine tayin olunduklarina dair.

Karahisar sahib piyadeleri begine hiikiim ki Hald sancagin piyadelerinin bir
nobetliisii ki...neferdir isbu sene 990 tarihinde vaki olan Nevruz ibtidasinda
Ayasofyai Kebir hareminin tathiri ve binasi ferman olunan zaviye hidmetinde tayin
olunmugdur Buyurdum ki...

Vardukda emri serifim iizre sancagin piyadelerinin bir nébetliisiintin kanun tizre ¢eri
basilart ve mukdimleri ve altisar aylik zad ii zevadelerile ber vechi istical ihrac idiib
vakti ve mevsimi ile geliib hidmetde bulunasin Hususu mezbur miihimdir Gec veya

eksik getirmekten ziyada hazar idesin...Fi 19 m 990

The above firman indicates that the state took strict measures to prevent the
disorganization of the yayas and required them to be in the service on time with the
total number of the ones on-duty under their ¢eribasis and mukdims.

The corps also appeared to be in the service of the guardiance of the mountain

passes, derbendcilik, by the second half of the sixteenth century.

71 Refik, p.48
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Certain yayas preferred to perform the duty at the mountain passes of their own will
and registered themselves as the derbendci.'””

Ayni Ali'" stated that the condition of the corps in the sixteenth century as follows:

...Anadolu’da piydde ve miisellem td’ifesi var idi ki ciimle sefer eser benevbetlusu
alti bin dokuz yiiz nefer olub yamaklarryla yirmi alti bin bes yiiz neferdi. Beyleri
novbetliilerin sefere ihrda¢ idiib top ¢ekmege ve yol aywtlamaga ve zdhire

gotiirmekde hidmet iderlerdi...

So the other services which the corps were responsible with were indicated
as, the hauling of the cannons, the levelling of the roads and carrying provisions for
the army. It is noteworthy that the névbetli who was one-time participating the
campaigns as the active combatant was then responsible of such rear services.

When the total number of the corps in the second half of the sixteenth
century are compared with the number in 1530 there exists a fifty percentage of
decline in the number of the corps within a century. The total number of the either

3'7* where it was determined as 26.500 at the

corps in 1530 was determined as 52.36
second half of the sixteenth century.

Certain miihimme registers indicate the new condition of the ocaks in the second

half of the sixteenth century.

172 Cengiz Orhonlu.pp.61-62 In a firman dated 1568 the corps appeared to be in the service of the guardiance of
the mountain pass of S6gid (...reayadan bir ferd ragbet etmeyiib yaya ve miisellem tdifesinden ba’zi kimesneler
ihtiyar ediip derbend ortasindan Tekfur magarasi dimekle meshur yerde birlesip ikiyerde derbendi bekleyiip
hifzetmelerin uhdelerinde alup kimler idiigii isimlerile yazilup defter olunmustur...)
15 Ayni Ali, p.45
7% 438 no.lu Muhasebe Defteri I, p.6
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The following firman dated 1578'" orders that the ocaks which lacked in number

are to be completed by certain haymanas, nomads :

Yaya ve Miisellemlerin tahririne ddir

Yaya ve miisellem tahriri ferman olunan Hamze 'ye hiikiim ki

Mektub gonderiib yaya ve miisellem tayifesinin tahririne miibdseret idiib lakin
ocaklart mevcud yaya ve miisellem ciiz’i olub hayli noksan iizre oldugundan gayri
mevcud olan dahi fakiyriil hdl olmagin kanun iizre tekmile mecal olmiyub bazi
kimesnenin miiteayyin ve bazi kimesnenin yazilusu ve nizd 'lusu olmiyan haymana
kimesneler olub kanun iizre miinasib olan ocaklara yazildik deyu tealliil etdiklerin
ve sehirde iizerlerine riisum-u raiyyet takdir olmus olmiyib miicerred esdmi
yazildugun bildirmissin Imdi ol asil kimesnenin yazilusu ve nizd lusu olmiyan
mu’tak ve gayri kimesne mahal olan ocaklara yamak yazilmasin emir idiib
buyurdum ki vardukda mukayyed olub goresin sol kimesne ki kimesnenin yazilusu ve
nizd’lusu olmiyub defter-i cedidi hdkanide iizerlerine riisim-u raiyyet takdir
olunmug olmiya anun gibileri hiyn-i tahrirde miindsib olan ocaklara yamak kayid
idiib yaya ve miisellem ocaklarin tekmil idiib miicerred sehirde esami yazilmak ile ol

vechile tealliil ve bahane etdirmiyesin...Fi 15 rebiiilahir 986

It is apparent that when the ocaks began to dissolve a new register was
ordered by the state in 1578. Those ocaks which were complete were indeed weak
and poor. Since the completion of the ocaks by the relatives of the yayas within a
unit seemed infeasable , the state ordered them to be completed by the local nomads
in the area who were not registered to anyone as the raiyyet. So the nomads were

ordered to be registered as the yamaks to the deficient ocaks.

173 Refik, pp.34-35 75



Moreover the yaya register of Biga dated 1551 also indicates that the ocaks
were completed by various nomads.'”

The following order dated 1579'"" indicates how a certain ocak was attempted to be

restored by certain yayas themselves :

Bolu miisellimlerile yayalarinin tahririne dair

Divan-1 hiimayun katiblerinden olub Bolu sancagi yaya ve miisellimleri muharriri
Hamze’ye hiikiim ki Mektub génderiib liva-i mezburun yaya ve miisellimlerin
tahririne miibaseret olundukda hayli ocak soyiiniib asla kimesnesi kalmiyub yerlerin
miri tarafindan mevkufcular zabt ider bulunub amma Viransehir kazasina tabi
Turdur ve Hamzedar1 yer dinmekle maruf iki kit’a zemin bundan akdem miistakil
yaya ocagt olub lakin iki tahrirden beru bazi raiyet ciiz’i mukataa ile iizerlerine
yazdirub tasarruf iderlermis Hald mutasarrif olanlar geliib miri igiin bir mikdar
akge viriib ber mucibi defteri atik ellerine tezkere virilmis idi Simdiki halde Gokciik
nam piyade ocaguin yayalari geliib hini tahrirde ocagimizdan ziyade geldn
kimesneleri zikrolunan iki kit’a zeminin tizerine yamak yazdirub miistakil bir ocak
olmak tizre miri hidmet etmek kabul ideriz didiklerin bildirmissin Buyurdum ki
vardukda amn gibi zikrolunan ocakdan hini tahrirde kimesne ziyade geliirse
zikrolunan iki kit’a zeminin iizerine yazilmak kayd idiib miistakil bir ocak idiib

hidmet etdiresin... Fi 8 m 987

76 TT.278 v.1 “mezkur Rumilinden go¢iib haliya karye-i mezburede hari¢-ez-defter haymana olmagin ber
mucebi emr yaya ve yamak kayd olindr” “mezkur Iznik kazasinda Yalakabab canibinden go¢iib haliye karye-
i....harig-ez-haymana olmagin ber mucebi emr yaya ve yamak kayd olindr”

"7 Refik, pp.35-36
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It is noteworthy that the abondened ocaks were kept by the state and given as
a mukataa to certain reaya by a tezkire so that the state prevented the loss of income.
However, upon the demand of a certain yaya the abondened land was given back to
the yayas and thus a new ocak was established. So it is apparent that the state
wanted to continue the institution rather than giving the abandoned land to the
reaya.

Moreover, the state also added land to certain farms which were needy ;
vaya ve miisellem tayifesinin kanun iizre kendiilere tayin olunan birer ciftlik
yerlerinden maada ziyade yerleri ve ¢iftlikleri zahir oldukda etrafinda ¢iftligi ve yeri
olmiyub ihtiyaci olan zaif ocaklara zamime virilmesin emir idiib..."”®

The register of 1551 indicates that certain farms which did not have any
revenue, bihasil was added to another. “mezkur ¢iftlik bihasil olmagin nahiye-i
...karye-i Egripmarda Yigidyeri karye-i Cakirlar Ahmed Iskender yeri deyu kayd
olunan ciftlige zamm olund deyu kayd olunmus der defter-i kohne” "

The above documents demonstrate the states’ efforts for the continuation of
the organization. However, despite the efforts of the state the lack in the number of
ocaks suggests that the corps were no longer want to perform their services so they
abandoned their farms and ran away.

Moreover the bedel akcesi which was one-time 30 akc¢as was raised to 500
akgas by the state so that the corps might rather prefer to perform their service than
paying the determined sum. This can be regarded as an other reason why the corps

was disssolved.

7T TT 278 v.1
'8 Refik,p.33
7 TT 278 v.1
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However, the state had found the solution in abolishing the organization
since the corps proved that the system was not functioning any more. Therefore the
ocaks were registered as the fimars and zeamets and the corps were relegated to the
status of the ordinary reaya. Then they were employed in the naval service.

Ayn-1 Ali states that the corps were registered under the zeamet rather than on the
basis of individual sancaks by the beginning of the seventeeth century. Hence they
were relegated to the status of the ordinary reaya;

... Simdiki halde. yaya ve miisellem taifesi ref olunub ciimlesi reaya kayd
olunmugdur. Ve ciftlikleri ze’amet ve timara baglanub hala zuemd ve erbdb-1 timart
kapidan pasa ile derya seferine me murlardir.'™

The following firman is worth mentioning in order to indicate where the yaya
and miisellem corps were located when the organization was dissolved in 1582'*! :
Piyade ve Miisellem taifesinin ref” edildigine dair.

Yeniceri agasina hiikiim ki Bundan akdem piyade ve miisellem taifesi ref’ olunub
geru raiyyet kayd olunmak fermani serifim olmagin piyade beglerinden
6607 akge zeametle Boli ve Kastamonu ve Ankara ve Kangri begi olan Ahmed
46.000 akge zeametle Kiitahya piyadeleri begi olan Mehmed
52.285 akge zeametle Karahisar: Sahib piyadeleri begi olan Ali
45.000 akge zeametle Saruhan sancagi piyadeleri begi olan Yusuf
6000 akge zeametle Mentese piyadeleri begi olan Hizir
40.299 akge zeametle Hamid ili sancagi piyadeleri begi olan Mustafa
40.614 akge zeametle Ankara piyadeleri begi olan Pervane
40.080 akge zeametle Boli piyadeleri begi olan Hasan

35.000 akge zeametle Sultan Oni sancag: piyadeleri begi olan Bali

180 Ayn-i Ali,p.44
181 Refik, p.45-46
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46.336 akge zeametle Hiidavendigar sancag piyadeleri begi olan Mehmed

41.500 akge zeametle Karesi piyadeleri begi olan Ali

40.000 akge zeametle Biga sancagi piyadeleri begi olan Mehmed

64.004 akge zeametle Kiitahya, Karahisar ve Hamid miisellimleri begi olan Yahya
dame mecdihunun haklarinda mezid inayeti sahane ve miiretteb avatifi padisahanem
zuhura getiiriliib her birinin tasarruflarinda olan zeametleri iizerine otuzar bin
terakki ile dergdh-1 mualld miiteferrikalar: ziimresine ilhak olunub min baad dahi bu
makule ve mutasarrifa gediikleri bunlara mahsus olub anun gibi i¢lerinden biri ahar
mansiba ¢ikub ve ya vefat eyleyiib yeniceri kullarimdan yollar ile geliib piyade
begligine miistehak olanlara virilmek fermamm olmusdur Buyurdum ki... vusul
buldukda minbaad vechi megruh iizre amel idiib zikrolundug iizre ferman olunan
miiteferrika gediiklerinden biri mahlil vaki oldukda geri yeniceri ocagindan
tarikiyle geliib ol mertebeye miistahak olanlara arz idiib daima ferman-i serifim
mucibince amel idesin... Fi selhi z 990

The above firman indicates that the mentioned piyade begis were to be in the
presence of the sultan and their zeamets were transferred to the miiteferikas with an
increase of 30 akges. Those zeamets would be given to the jannisaries who proved to
be worthy. So the corps, whose one-time hassa status was previously replaced by
the janisarries, now had to transfer their zeamets to them.

In conclusion , the corps who had been employed to various services for the
state proved to be unsuccessful upon having been obliged to heavy logistic services
by the second half the fifteenth century. Though the state tried hard in order to
maintain their organization it was probably the corps themselves who were

responsible of the dissolution of their own organization.
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CONCLUSION

The establishment of a group of Turcoman soldiery as the hassa solidery of
the sovereign indicates how the Turcomans were assimilated into the Ottoman
society in the early stages. There is no doubt that it was the Turcomans who
constituted the first formal military organization of the emerging Ottoman state. It is
apparent that the Turcomans were also used for the settlement process and the
colonization policy of the Ottoman state upon the crossing the Balkan territories.
The establishment of a group of yaya as the mounted troops, the miisellems, initially
in Rumelia can be regarded as the proof to reinforce the state’s colonization policy
in the Balkans.

Regarding the fact that it was Candarli Kara Halil, the jugde of the time,
who played the essential role in the establishment of the corps, the role of ulemad in
establishing the first institutions of the emerging state can not be denied.

The corps have long been thought to act as the active combatants only in the
age of Orhan Gazi but a thorough examination of the chronicles indicates that ,
though they were no longer the hassa soldiery of the sovereign they continued to act
as the active combatants in the ages of Murad I and Bayezid 1. This suggests that
although the corps were considered among the auxiliary troops by the establishment
of the janissary garrisons the state utilized the corps as swift light infantry
throughout the fourteenth century.

It is also noteworthy that the corps have been regarded as the so called
emergency troops recruited in times of nefir-i ‘am in the fifteenth century. So it can
be concluded that despite the establishment of a regular army in the Porte, the corps
were still used as a source of military power in cases of emergency.
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The organization of the corps along the lines of a system which had its early
examples prevailing in the Byzantine state proved that the Ottomans adopted certain
systems from the Byzantines into their own. The differences between the Byzantine
organization of the stratiotes and the Ottoman system of the ocak indicates how a
Byzantine organization had been updated by the Ottomans according to their own
needs.

Regarding the fact that the ocak system also shared certain similarities with
the organization of the voynuks, it is apparent that the Ottomans could assimilate a
Serbian organization by various changes into its own. Consequently the ocak
system can be regarded as an example how certain Byzantine and Serbian
institutions were adopted to the ‘Turcomans’.

On the other hand the organization of the corps under a system where they
could subsist themselves without being a burden on the treasury shows that, the state
established a system without any expense for itself. Apart from cultivating their
own land the corps were also supplying campaigners to the army. Thus the corps
were either employed as the peasants or as the soldiers.

The examination of the status of the corps in each stage displays the Ottoman
system of classes. In the initial stage the corps were regarded as the hassa soldiery,
that is they constituted the quintessence of the military class. Upon the establishment
of the janissary garrisons they were relegated to the status of muaf ve miisellem
reaya within the military class and in the last stage they were relegated to the status
of the ordinary reaya. The frequent change of their status obviously had a direct

impact on the dissolution of their institution.
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In conclusion, the assimilation of the Turcomans either settled or nomadic,
into the ranks of the army either as the hassa soldiery or as the auxiliary troops
indicates how the Ottomans drew on the peasant Turcoman population into a special

militia.
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