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 The Imagined Community of American Studies in a Non-Chris-
 tian, Non- "Western" Environment: American Studies Scholarship
 in Turkey

 Gontil Pultar

 I would like to address in my presentation the issues involved in
 American studies scholarship and the teaching of American studies
 in a non-Christian, non-"Western/' environment such as Turkey. Of
 course, these are many, and the time allotted to me is very short, so
 I will touch upon points which I believe are of interest.

 First, I would like to indicate that, as for many other European
 scholars, American studies signifies for me the possibility of "doing
 new things" in a manner that is not possible in other disciplines.
 American studies is an area in which new things are happening,
 generating new methodologies that eventually find their way into
 other disciplines. This freedom is the main characteristic and attrac-
 tion of American studies for me, besides its capacity of imparting a
 sense of freedom and democracy through the study of American
 institutions.

 In more general terms, studying America means examining the
 culture and institutions of the most powerful nation-state at present,
 in this post-Cold war period. However, it is much more than that, as
 by looking at America we look at our future. Nowhere is this senti-
 ment better expressed than in J.F. Revel's Ni Marx Ni Jesus, which
 was very influential in France in the sixties. All this makes Ameri-
 can studies scholarship unique. However, when it comes to practic-
 ing and teaching it outside of the US, certain problems emerge.

 One concerns the nature of American studies. What counts as

 "American Studies" differs whether it is practiced in the US o
 abroad. For example, many scholars in the US have until recently
 not considered political science and foreign policy matters to be th
 subject matter of American studies. Not so outside the US, where a
 aspects of American life are probed within a totalizing project. Fo
 example, Samuel Huntington's views concerning a possible futu
 "clash of civilizations" is discussed abroad as part of American stud
 ies, as an American ideology that surfaced in the post-Cold War p
 riod. Few Americanists in the US has ventured to discuss Professor

 Huntington's views; in the US these are regarded as being the do-
 main of experts of China or the Middle East.11 On the other hand, it
 is also well-known that in some traditionalist "Old European" uni-
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 versities, topics that count as American studies in the US- such as
 children's literature- are regarded as being beneath scholarly atten-
 tion. I understand that American colleagues, eager to work in ven-
 erable institutions in Europe, from time to time find themselves con-
 fronted with this problem.

 In Turkey, a non-Christian and in a way a non-" Western" society,
 the problems related to American studies present an even more dif-
 ferent picture. One of these problems concerns the difficulties en-
 countered by exposing students to texts containing allusions they
 are unable to comprehend. To illustrate, in a country where ninety-
 nine percent of the population is Moslem, i.e., not Christian, stu-
 dents are not at all familiar with the Bible. This raises a plethora of
 questions concerning culture which would be the topic of a presen-
 tation all by itself. Clearly, such cultural barriers undermine the suc-
 cess of both instructor and student.

 More important, in this age of globalization that is also said to be
 that of information, many students are convinced they know US
 society. This confidence leads them to idealize and misconstrue
 America. For them, America is not only the land of plenty, but also
 the land of la dolce vita, affording plenty of leisure time and consti-
 tuting a paradise of sexual freedom. They are unaware that most
 Americans live by Puritan standards, guided by the Protestant work
 ethic. Moreover, although present-day Turkish society can be said
 to constitute an implosion of the Ottoman Empire, i.e., remnants of
 ethnicities from the numerous regions once ruled by the Ottomans
 are present in Turkish society, it is doubtful that Turkish citizens
 can easily be made aware of the complexities of the ethnic problems
 in the US.

 A more important issue concerns the configuration of American
 studies in the various Turkish universities. Robert College, the first
 American College outside of the US, was founded in mid-nineteenth
 century, in 1863, on the Bosphorus, in Istanbul, and today still func-
 tions as Bosphorus University, no more a missionary school but a
 Turkish state university. Outside of Robert College, the first courses
 in American literature were started in 1953 in the Department of
 English Language and Literature at Ankara University. These were
 founded by Fulbright scholars coming from the US. The "American
 Culture and Literature" departments, as they are called, were estab-
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 lished in 1982, and thus are still a novelty, relatively speaking. Most
 of their senior members have transferred from departments of "En-
 glish Language and Literature." These academics have found it dif-
 ficult to switch from the study of American literature as tradition-
 ally conceptualized to the present practice and methodology of
 American studies. Therefore, there is a very felt resistance to the
 recent growth in Cultural Studies and "Theory with a big T." These
 older, traditional scholars find such interests totally irrelevant to their
 discipline. Put in another way, scholars within departments of En-
 glish who had been doing Emily Dickinson rather than John Keats
 or William Faulkner rather than Charles Dickens moved to Ameri-

 can departments. They were literature people and to this day have
 remained so, fixated on literature and oblivious and immune to all

 other developments.
 The American studies departments were set up by the Higher

 Education Council, which ostensibly was out to improve the uni-
 versities, but had the hidden agenda of containing them. The "uni-
 versity," it was thought, was too rebellious, too left-leaning, too an-
 archistic. So even as "American Culture and Literature" departments
 were established, those academics who agreed to collaborate and
 work under the aegis of the Higher Education Council, including
 those in the "American" departments, accepted the new patriarchal,
 authoritative, hierarchical set-up or were themselves congenial to
 it. They still hold today key decision-making positions and I find it
 very paradoxical that people with such an attitude should be run-
 ning and giving shape to American studies departments. I would
 argue that the gap between these senior "Americanists" who oc-
 cupy chair positions or otherwise have a say in the evaluation and
 promotion of younger scholars while remaining out of tune with
 the latest evolution of American studies. The younger scholars, mean-
 while, are often fresh from American Ph.D. programs, and full of
 the latest buzz words. Both situations render the teaching and study
 of American studies problematic. The senior scholars profess to be
 teaching American studies and therefore a sense of American insti-
 tutions such as democracy, but through their very attitude, that is at
 odds with it, create the opposite effect. Although American studies
 should convey a sense of freedom and equality, this becomes almost
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 impossible with "Americanists" who construe American studies in
 such a hierarchical manner.

 Hopefully, now that the cold war is over, more and more Ameri-
 can studies departments will be opened, especially in those coun-
 tries behind the iron curtain. What I fear, however, is that the pat-
 tern of conservative hierarchies discussed above may be repeated
 as these departments are established. As a phenomenon character-
 istic of certain societies, this institutional rigidity has the potential
 to mar the ideals of the imagined community of American studies
 scholars and should be an issue of major concern for the community
 of American studies scholars.

 The Rise and Relevance of American Studies in Japan
 Hiroko Sato

 How is American studies configured in your institution and local
 community? In responding, I am going to expand the topic slightly
 by talking about Japanese institutions in general. Let me begin by
 reviewing briefly the history of American Studies in Japan.

 According to the official record of the Japanese Association for
 American Studies, American studies in Japan started in 1947, with
 Yasaka Takagi and Shigeharu Matsumoto as its central figures. The
 institution which played the major role in introducing the new field
 was the University of Tokyo. With generous support from the
 Rockefeller Foundation, the University of Tokyo-Stanford Univer-
 sity American Studies Seminar was started in 1950; it continued until
 1956. This was the first introduction of so-called area studies and

 the idea of interdisciplinarity into Japanese institutions. It was quite
 natural for young Japanese scholars, who had thus far been intellec-
 tually starved, to be immediately interested in the study of the coun-
 try which had defeated Japan in the Second World War. Those young
 scholars who were trained in that seminar were the "founding fa-
 thers" of the Japanese Association for American Studies, which was
 organized as a scholarly organization in 1966.

 However, not all Japanese institutions accepted this new idea of
 interdisciplinary studies. Marxism and progressive views of history
 had a great influence on Japanese institutions of that time, and many
 institutions were skeptical about introducing American studies into
 their curriculum, especially when the introduction was supported
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